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AN 


Address to the Quakers: 


| —_ THE PAMPHLET 


ERRORS OF THE 'QUAKERS, &c. 


WITH A PREFACE, 


In which the Author $tates his reavons for 
writing the Errors of the Quakers; and with 
& Postscript, contuining further reasons 
for that publication. 


BY THE REV. BILLY HIBBARD. 


When I therefore was thus minded, did I ue (ightness 2 
or the things that I purpece, do Þ prerpoce according to 
the ſlesk, that with me there should be yea, yea, and 
nay, nay ? But as God is true, our word towards you 
was not yea and nay. 2 Cor 4 17, 18. 
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PREFACE. 


T is common and natural for readers to in- 
quire into the cause or reason of an author 
for his writing, especially if his book is con- 
troverslal. And no wonder that the pamphlet 
entitled « Errors of the Quakers,” s$hould 
* 8eem odd to many readers, secing it was with- 
© out name, preface, or apology. However, 
{ that small neglect 1s no cause why honest men 
Should not receive plain truth: as the pam- 
phlet does not contain any thing else but plain 
truth concerning the Quakers. Yet an edition 
of the work, with an improvement, makes it 
| necessary for the author to preface the whole, 
and $tate his reasons for writing. 

When I was ordained Elder in the church 
| of God, one important question of the ma- 
ny that were asked me, was, © Will you. be 
« ready with all faithful diligence to banish 
« and drive away all erroneous and strange 
« doctrines, contrary to God's word; and to use 
« both public and private monitions and exorta- 
&« tzons, as well to the sick as the whole, with- 


IV. 
& in your district, as need $hall requirc, and 
© occasion Shall be given?” To which I an» 
8wered, «I will, the Lord being my helper.” 


The great responsibility I have ever viewed 


myself under to God, requires that I speak and | 
act here below not according to my own will, | 


but according to the will of God, who hath call- 
ed me to minister in toly things; And &now- 
ing the terrors of the Lord, I desire to warn 
and persuade men. 


Since I have bcen travelling in connexion Þ 


with the Methodists, it has generally been my 
lot to have special charge of the circuit I have 
travelled on. This charge embraces all those 
duties of a minister employed in governing 
the church. And when I have had complaints 


against members of society for violating the # 
sabbath, for neglecting the ordinances of | 
Christ, family prayer, &c. meny of those mem- # 


bers, for an excuse of $such evils, have plead 
the principles of Quakers to justify themselves. 


This led me to reprove the principle, as it | 


was evidently productive of bad fruit, and had 


obliged me to expel some members from soct | 


ety for immoral conduct. 


Principles that inspire men with contempt 
of the moral law of God, and ordinances of the 
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adorable Jesus, have offended me much and 

filled my heart with grief; for which reason [ 

wrote a plain and true statement of the Errors 

of the Quakers. I wrote with prayer and tears, 

in humble hope that 1t would be rendered a 

blessing to the Methodists, Presbyterians, 

Churchmen, Baptists, &c. and those of no per- 

Suas1on, as well as Quakers. 

I did not engage in this work because of any 
personal injury they have done me, any farther 
than their immoral conduct in violating the 
8abbath, and contempt of the ordinances of 
Carist was a continual grief tome. However, 
the injury that hundreds received by the prin- 
ciples and manners peculiar to the Quakers, 
was highly alarming ; tor many, to my certain 
knowledge, were corrupted in principics and 
morals. Each professing a disregard of a part 
of the moral law, and all agreeing in a total neg- 
lect and open contempt of the ordinances of 
Christ. This consideration called loud for a 
warning from s0me one; and as I saw the 
Quakers stood equally opposed to one denomi- 
nation as to another, I viewed it was as much 
the duty of a Churchman, Presbyterian, -or 
Buptist, as for a Methodist, to write a state-: 


ment of their crrors. 
A a; 


VI. 

Those denominations above named agree un 
their beliefof the scripture as a sufficient rule 
for faith and practice. They also believe in |} 
the ordinances of Christ, though they differ in | 
the mode- of administering those ordinances. ! 
Yet, why those ministers and professors should ! 
feel such consciousness respecting the mode || 
of administration, as to preach, write, print | 
books of debate against each other, when they |} 
only differ in the mode and not in the ordi- | 
nance, and no one for many years should feel | 
his tender conscience affected 80 as to write a | 
reproof to the Quakers for neglecting them 
altogether, 1s what I cannot explain or account 
for, otherwise than as our Lord says of gome, | 
they s8train out a gnat and 8wallow a camel. 
Reader think of this ! 


The ostensible reason for writing the pam- 
phlet entitled * Errors of the Quakers,” was, 
a firm belief that their principles and forms 
were hostile to the scriptures, and general re- 
ceived opinions of all denominations of Chris- 
tians. -The statement of facts in the pamphlet 
Sghews my faith in them to be well founded. I 
consider myself therefore on the defensive, 
and 8et for the defence of the gospel of Christ. 


V1. 
lrom the mystical rant, or ambiguons cant of 
Quakerism. 

I love good men of all persuasions; and'plain 
dealing on every subject. But this professing 
charity, when we will not join in the. wofship 
of God with those who differ from ug, in non- 
essentials only, is too much hypocrisy for me. 
But my charity, however, does not obligate me 
to justify the mistuken notions, or the impiety 
of those zcalots, who. while they maniſest their 
knowledge of the- forms peculiar to their own 
order, arc, nevertheless, manifestly ignorant of 
experimental rel:yion. 

Forms and fair shows deceive us; especially 
when we judge of men by their profession on- 
Iy: But when we judge according to gospel 
rule, viz. by their fruits ye $hatll know them, we 
$0 on sale ground. 

It has been, and still 1s my opinion, that the 
Quakers differ from other denominations in 
Something more than non-essentials; for the 
principle denominations that I am acquainted 
with in this country, agree in believing that 
the scripture is the word of: God, and of 
course a sufficient rule for faith and practice. 
They also agree to believe that we are under 
an obligation to observe the moral law, and the 


VIII. 
erdinances of Christ. But Quakers deny all 
this. Therefore they differ from other dena- 
Tainations In very essential particulars, But 
this difference they have effected, or strove to 
hide from public notice by various ambiguous 
phrases, by which they seem to hold as others 
doiin those points, but in reality do not. And 
when closely inquired of concerning their real 
meaning; to prevent a discovery of their error, 
they throw the subject into mystery. So as 
was Said in the pamphlet, « Mystery swallows 
up all their difficulties, they slide along at 
ease.” The late attempts of the Quakers to 
evade the force of the charges in the pamphlet, 
clearly prove me correct in my opinion of 
them in this matter. 

The reader will expect that I should give 
8ome reason why [ did not put my. name to the 
work—s$uffice 1t to say, that I thought it best 
not to put my name to the work, for I did not 
want men to judge of me, but of the work. 
Besides, I knew that the Quakers were & Fly 
people. As Mr. Pope says, * bs 
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Is he a Churchman : he is fond of power: | 
A Quaker—sly : a Presbyterian—sour : 
A smart Freethinker—all things in an hour. { 


And because they were a sly people, I believ- 
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ed it would have a better effect on them, ts6 
reprove with some degree of slyness, so that 
they might amend in morality, if not in princi- 
ple, with better advantage to themselves. And 
I think my expectation 1s. verifhed at least in 
part; for many of them have not been $0 bare- 
faced in violating the Sabbath since I wrote as 
they were before. And, if I am informed 
Tight, they have not had 80 many, dumb meet- 
ings as they uscd to have. But whether this is 
an advantage to them or not, 1 cannot te1l.* 


_— — - — 


— 


* The Quakers vociferate much against the practice 
of ministers of other persuasions for speaking on all 
occasions, and tv justify their complaint they assign 
two reasons. 

Ist. Because men ought not to /preach or exhort 
wighout the influence of the good spirit. 

. Because men ought .not to speak, unless they 
preach good doctrine. 


Now if this is the reason why the Quakers have 
silent meetings, viz. because they bave not the influ- 
ence of the spirit, I cannot tell but it would be best 
for them to,bave all silent meetings; inasmuch as we 
cannot judge their spirit to be good or bad, but as we 
see the fruit : and as their spirit hath hitherto led 
them to preach often against the ordinances of Chrisf, 
and to deny the moral obligation to obgerve the sab- 
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However, it is a good thing to observe and 
keep the Sabbath. 

But, with respect to principle, their late at- 
tempts to evade the force of the charges in the 
pamphlet, clearly evince, that they will run 
great lengths in presumption, to support their } 
principles. Their manner of attack justifies | 
me in adopting the language of Jeremiah as 
my" own : chap. xx.ver. 7, &c. Tamzn derision 
daily, every one mocketh.me. for gince T1 sfrake 
Tt eried out. TI cried widlence and s8fiotl : be- 
cause they Word of the Lord was mude a re- 
firoach unto me,-and a derision daily. Then I 
gaid, I will not make mention of him, nor sf1eak 


any more in his name: But his word was in 
mine heart as a burning fire s8hut uft im my 
bones, and T was weary with forbearing, and I 
could not stay, Hor 1 heard the defaming of 
many, fear on every side, Refiort; 8ay they, 
and we will refiortit. All my familiars watched 

for my halting, saying, fieradventure he will | 


be enticed, and we $8hall firevail against him, 
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bath, we must conclude that it is a bad spirit that - 
often influences them to this; therefore I cannot tell 
that their much preaching is any advantage to them 
or not. 


and we 8hall take our revenge on him, But the 
Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one, theres 
| fore my frerecutors 8hall 8tumble and they 8hall 
not frevatl. 
they 8hall not firosfer : their everlasting cone 
Y fusion 8hall never be forgotten. 


® But, notwithstanding that the principles and 
Z manners of the Quakers are, in my opinion, $0 
# very contrary to scripture and reason, even to 
# cause many to stumble and fall, yet there are' 
# some professed Quakers who manitest s0 
© much morality and sincerity in their lives and 
7 conversation, as to merit from us an acknow- 
ledgment that they are good men. But then, 
; we must consider that, by living among Chris- 
;- tians of other- denominations, from whom they 
# recetve reproof and council, are greatly bene- 
2 fited, and assisted to form many right opinions. 
d though they are mistakew in some essen- 
al points of doctrine, yet the mistake seems 
to arise from a good intention. Such men are 
not hurt or wounded by my reprootfs in the 


pamphlet, 


tressed, it is becausc they had entertained an 
idea that their principles accorded with the 
Scriptures, and the essential principles of oth- 
er denominations, But they"were mistaken=- 


X1. 


They 8hall be greatly ashamed for 


Though they are grieved and dis- 


X11. 


ih And on reading the pamphlet they see the mis-> 
{\f take, and strive to reconcile it to scripture and 
reason, but cannot. They have thought that 
| the Quakers believed the scriptures to be the 
WORD OF GOD, and that they regarded 

them as a rule for faith and practice. But . 

Since the reading of the pamphlet, they find 

they were mistaken. This has wounded them; MY, 

that 1s, not the reproofs, but the errors they. j 

find their brethren guilty of. And when their W, 

O 
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preachers deny the scriptures to be the Word | 
of God, and $till pretend to have a high re- 
card for them, the. sensible and sincere part of | 
| their community are wounded; not because of 3 
| my charges in the pamphlet, but because their 7 
| Speakers evince the truth of these charges, y 
and thereby publish their error in the face of # 
| the world. , 


I hope, from these considerations, the read- | 
er will see the necessity of a reproof to the i 
Fl Quakers. And if in your opinion Iam not se- 
vere enough with them, pray for me. And if 
too severe, pray for me. My great intention 
has been to be plain and honest in my writing, 
weighing every part of the swbject with prayer 
© God ; taving mv mind deeply tmprest with 
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X111. 
he doctrine exprest in Proverbs xxiv. 24: 
e that saith unto the wicked, Thou art righte- 
ous ; him 8hall the fieofile curse, nations 8hall 
Fabhor him : But to them that rebuke him 8hall 
e delight, and a good blessing shall come ufon 
Frthem. Also, chap. xxvii. 6: Faithful are the 
# wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy 
S are deceitful. If my writings meet your ap- 
2% probation, well——if not, it 1sas well: for I have 
Y, not Sought glory of men, neither have I] en- 
# gaged to please or displease any man, or set 
® of men.* The Lord called me to write the Er- 
3 rors of the Quakers—and the Lord has already 
2 blest my little labour to the good of hundreds; 
7 and I am confident he will still bless it. 


| TIdexire the reader to divest himself of pre- 
i judice, 1f he has any, and read this book with 
ny desire to know the truth of the real principles 
& of the Quakers. And if youu notice what I 
F quoted from their authors, you will agree 


* $t. Clement says in his epistle, section 218t. * It 
is therefore just, that we should not forsake our rank 
by doing contrary to his will : tet us choose to offend 
a few foolish and inconsiderate men, lifted up and 
wlorying 1h their own pride, rather than God.” 


R 


XIV. 


with me, that the quotations clearly prove the 
charges in the book. May the Lord inspire 
you and me, with such love for the Quakers, 
and all men, as to suitably engage us to re- 
prove them for their errors and wickedness, 
and encourage them in virtue's ways, 80 wel 
with them may live to God, and not to man. 
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- ERRORS OF THE QUAKERS. 


1st. The Quakers deny that the Scripture is the 


: WORD of GOD. 


Barctey's /tpol. page 68 to 94. 
Fox's Journal, wol. 1. p. 52. 


y' \ y HAT they mean by this demial is dif- 


ficult to tell ; because of the ambiguity of 
their express1ons. Some say it 1s the 


WORDS of God, or the declarative Word 


# of God ; as though the word of God was of 


greater consequence than the words of God, 


7 and the declarative word of God had not the 
# same authority as the word of God. We 


know not the cause or usge of this criticism 
and nice” distinction of the Word from the 
Word, unless it 1s to fix the name of the word 
upon Chrzst, as 1t 1s written, John i. 1. But 
this 18 not a sufliftent excuse for a needless 
play of words ; though they say that + The 


«* Scripture ought not to be called the Word of 
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2d, because Christ is called the Word,” By 
this mode of reasoning we might say that the 
door of an house ought not to be called the 
door, because Christ 1s the door: and a vne 
ought not to be called by just that name, be- 
cause Christ says, 7 am the vine. Why the 
Quakers deny the scriptures to be the Word 
' of God, is evidently in order to invalidate the 
divine authority which they have as a rule for 
faith and practice. Though they say, they 
have an high opinion of the Holy Scripture, 
yet it 1s evident they have an higher opinion 
of the writings of Fox, Burcley, and other 
Quaker writers. It is known that the Quakers 
understand the different degrees of goodness, 
as good, better, best. "The scripture 1s good, 
the writings of Quakers better, the teaching 
of the Spirit best. This sets the Quakers high, 
as many of them say they are one degree 
higher than any other dispensation that has 
ever yet appeared. But for them to deny the 
8criptures to be the word of God, puts Moses 
and the Prophets in such a point of light as to 
oblige the reader to doubt the truth of what 
they say. For their language 1s, Thus sat/: 


19 
the Lord— Hear ye the word of the Lord God. 
Then they relate what they call the word: of 
the Lord God, which declarations the apos- 
tles call the scripture. A// scripture 1s given 
by inspiration of God, Holy men spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and. be- 
ing moved by the Holy Ghost they called 
what they said, The Word of God. How then 
dare the Quakers to contradict and say 1t 1s 
not! What confidence shall we put in men 
that are wise above what is written ? 

When Quakers reject the scriptures as an 
all-sufficient rule for fazth and practice, what 
will they substitute in its place to try the Spi- 
rit by, as it is written, * Belzeve not every 
Fparit, but try the Spirits 2? For this we must 
have an unerring rule ; one that 1s given us 
by an unerring God. 'The scripture 1s such 
a rule. But the Quakers have rejected this, 
as a proper rule. What then will rhey try the 
Spirit by ? The best answer they give us 1s, 
« We try the Spirit by the Spirit.” But bayv 
will they know a good spirit from & bad spi- 
rit, seeing a good spirit will not justify a bad 
Spirit, nor a þad spirit a good one ? For this 
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we must take their bare word. It they say 
it is the true spirit, 80 it must go, (if you 
would not persecute,) for its an offence to 
contradict them : while the plain truth 1s, they 
have a $pirit ; but whether good or bad © to 
the law and to the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there 
s no light in them.” Isa. viii. 20. 

O may the Lord dehver the reader of these 
lines from falling into self conceit, that puffs 
the mind with vain confidence. 


2d. Quakers do not beheve that the new 
birth is an instantaneous work of the Holy 
Spirit. Barcley Apol. page 368. Thereby con« 
founding conversion with conviction. 


3d. Quakers deny an obligation to obey the 
fourth commandment, by observing the first 
day of the week as the Sabbath of the Lord. 
Barcley's Apo!. page 349. His words are : 

« Although it be not my present purpose 
to make a long digression concerning the de- 
bates among Protesfants about the first day 
of the week, commonly called the Lord's day, 
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yet, forasmuch as it comes fitly in here, I 


Shall briefly signify our sense thereof. 

« We, not seeing any ground in scripture 
for it, cannot be so superstitious as to beheve 
that either the Fervis/: Sabbath now continues, 
or that the firs: day of the week 18s the anti- 
type thereof, or the true Christian Sabbath ; 
which, with Calvin, we believe to have a more 
Spiritual sense : and therefore we know no 
moral obligation by the fourth commandment, 
or elsewhere, to keep the first day of the week 
more than any other, or any holiness inherent 
m it.” 

«We know no moral obligation by the 
fourth commandment or elsewhere.” This 
And be- 


cause ignorant, Quakers plead innocence. — 


is a profess!on of great 1gnorance. 


But the sin of ignorance 1s not so winked at 
as it was before God commanded all men eve- 
ry where to repent. They might have known 
if they had not rejected the counsel of God ; 
but having cast off the word of God as spoken 
by Moses, and the Prophets, and followed 
their conceited, whimsical imagination, they 
change the glory of the ordinances of God 


and of Christ, into mystical whimsy, profes 
Sing to have them in spirit, while they deride 
the outward observance of them. 

The fourth commandment is one of the 
ten that God gave from Mount Sinat. The 
ten were wrote on two tables of stone : the 
four first on the first table, the six last on the 
Second table. "Phe first table teaches our du- 
ty to God, the second our duty to each other. 
The $same God that said, Thou shalt not kill, 
said also, Remember the Sabbath Day to keep 
2t Holy. It one is binding on us, $0 also 1s 
the other; and that which ieaches us the 
greatest duty is the most binding. The fourth 
commandment teaches our duty to God, 
therefore the fourth commandment 1s most 
binding. The ten commandments are all 
binding on us; and neither Christ nor his 
apostles have ever disannulled one of them, 
but only explained them. Therefore, it any 
man transgress the fourth commandment, he 
1s guilty in the sight of God even as a mur- 
derer or a thief is guilty, because he trans- 
gresses one of the greatest commandments, 
and in fact he transgresses all the other s1x- 


25 
He dishonours his parents, (which is a breach 
of the fifth commandment) who taught him the 
fear of the Lord, by not fearing to disobey 
| him. He is a murderer of his own $oul, and 
as far as the influence of his example extends, 
of those of others. He is an adulterer, be- 
eause he held an unlawful alliance with mam- 
mon.* He 1s a thief in taking that time that 
is not his own, without leave. He has borne 
false witness, by saying he had a rightto work 
@n the sabbath, when he had not. He 1s 
guilty of a breach of the tenth command, by 
coveting that which is not his own, and that 
which he could not pay for. 

* We know no moral obligation by the fourth 
commandment, OR ELSEWHERE.” 

Had Mr. Barcley read and understood the 
words of Christ, Matt. xii. 8. For the Son of 
man ts Lord even of the sabbath day, he would 
not have been $0 ignorant. For this declara- 
tion of Christ implies that he was the author 
and institutor of the day, as it is written, Al? 


—— 


* As it1s written, James iv. 4. Ye adulteters and 


adultresses, know ye not that the friendship of this 
world is enmity with God. 
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things were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. Then to 
him we owe the observance of it. So the 
apostles understood it, and ever after called it 
the Lord's day ; which name implies that the 
day should be kept holy unto the Lord. 

The fourth commandment is both moral 
and ceremonial. It 1s a moral obligation on 
us, because the Lord commanded, Remember | 
the sabbath day to keep it holy. It 1s ceremo- |} 
nial, because we are to observe 1t in remem- 
brance that 7n $:x days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, and rested (or ceased from his 


work) on the seventh day. (Note.) The 8e-, 
venth day was to be observed in remembrance 


of God's great goodness in the work of Crea- 
tion. Whoever then believes that Jesus Christ 
is God over all, and that the work of re- 
demption wrought out by his death and resur- 
rection was a greater display of the goodness 
of God to man than the work of creation, 


will feel no scruples of conscience in observ- 
ing the first day of the week as the sabbath of 
the Lord God, seeing it is no change of the 
Sabbath, but only of the day to be a savbbath 


Y 
tor us unto the Lord ; and that because the 
Lord of the sabbath ended his great work for 


the redemption of man, by rising from the 
dead on that day.* 


* St. Barnabas says in his Catholic epistle, section 
15th. « Furthermore it is written concerning the sab- 
bath. In the ten commandments which God spake in 
the Mount Sinai to Moses, face to face : © Sanctify the 
Sabbath of the Lord with pure hands, and with a clean 
heart,” (Exod. xx. 2.) And elsewhere he saith, © If 


| thy children keep my sabbaths, then will I put my mer- 
cy upon them.” (Jer. xvii. 24.) and even in the begin- 
{ ning of the creation he makes mention of the sabbath, 
# © And God made in six days the work of his hands, 
| and he finished them on the seventh day; and he rest- 


ed the seventh day, and sanctified it.” (Gen. uy. 2.) 
Cunsider, my children, what that signifies, he finished 
them in 8x days. The meaning of it is this; that in 
SIX thousand years the Lord God will bring all things 
to an end ; for with him one day is a thousand years, 
as lumself testificth, s2ying, © Behold. this day shall be 
as a thousand years :” therefore, children, in six days, 
that is in 8ix thousand years $shall all things be accom- 
plished. And what is that he saith, * And he rested 
the seventh day ;” he meaneth this, that when his Son 
Shall come, and abolish the season of the wicked one, 
and judge the ungodly ; and shall change the sun, and 
the moon, and the $tars, then Bs Shall gloriously rest 
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4th. The Quakers deny the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body. Barcley has not 
mads it a $subject of discourse in all his Apal- 
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in that s8eventh day. He adds lastly, © Thou s$halt 
Sanctify it with clean hands and a pure heart :” Where- 
fore we are greatly deceived if we imagine that any 
one can row Sanctify that day which God has made 
holy, without having a heart pure in all things. Be- 
hold, therefore, he will then truly sanctify it with bles- 
ged rest, when we (having received the righteous pro- 
mise, when iniquity $hall be no more, all things being 
renewed by the Lord,) shall be able to sanctify it, be- 
ing ourselves first made holy. Lastly, he saith unte 
them, © Your new moons and your sabbaths, I cannot 
bear them.” (lsa. i. 13.) Consider what he means by 
it : The sabbaths, says he, which ye now keep are not 
acceptable unto me, but those which I have made, 
when resting from all things, I shall begin *he eighth 
day, that is, the begmning of the other world. For 
which cause we observe the eighth day with gladness, 
in which Jesus roge from the dead, *and having mani- 
fested himself to his disciples, ascended into heaven.” 

This is sufficient to convince all candid men, that 
though the institution of the sabbath does tipify a gle- 
rious rest yet to come, it is also evident that there 
was a moral obligation to observe the seventh day of 
the week, and now the same obligation to observe the 
first, or (as St. Barnabgs says) the eighth ; and for 
good reasens,—all glory be to God.” 
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27 
bgy to give any decided opinion. Holmes 
would have his readers belieye that the Qua- 
kers hold the doctrine of a Resurrection. But 
instead of explaining he has exploded the sub- 
ect by cautioning the reader not to be inqui- 
Sitive about it, lest the appellation, thou fool 
be applicd to him. 


When you ask a Quaker if he believes in 
the. resurrection of the body ? He will say ; 
Yes, I believe in a resurrection. You are 
ready to receive his answer as plain and full ; 
but when he explains his doctrine he pretends 
to be so spiritual and wise, that instead of the 
resurrection of the body, he only holds a rais- 
ing of the soul from a $tate of death in sin» 
Is it not strange that Quakers do not know 
that they quibble and uze dupheity by answer- 
ing a plain question in such an evasive man- 
ner ? The regurrection of the body, and re- 
demption of the Soul, are two things. Some 
Quakers, however, have said plainly, that they 
did not believe in the resurrection of the body, 
and added, they did not think it an essential 


doctrine. But when they were told, that ff 
A 
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the dead rise not, then is not Clrist risen,* 
and rf Christ be not” risen then is our preach- 
ing vain, and your faith is vain. Ye are yet 
in your $ins. They will say, Ah! I believe 
In a resurrection. And by such ambiguous 
terms and words they evade a direct answer, 
for they do not mean that they believe in the 
resurrection of the body.} Therefore they 


—— 


* Some Quakers say, That the resurrection of Christ 
was a Spiritual resurrection, 4. e. his spirit rose, but not 
his body. Also, they 8ay, That the resurrection 
means a raising souls that are dead in trespasses and in 
81ns. If this is all that is meant by the doctrine, then 
it implies, that Christ was once dead in trespasses and 
sins, or he could not have been the first fruits of them 
that slept, as the scripture saith of him. 


7} St. Polycarp's epistle to the Philippians, as given 
us in the book entitled, The Apostolical Fathers, New- 
York edition of 1810, page 186, section 7. © For who- 
Soever does not confess that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh, he is antichrist ; and whoever does not con- 
fess his suffering upon the cross, is from the devil ; 
and whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord to his 
own lusts, and says that there shall neither be any re- 
gurrection, nor judgment, he is the first-born of satan. 
Wherefore, leaving the vanity of many, and their false 
doctrines, let us return unto the word that was deliv- 
ered to us from the beginning ;. watching unto prayer. 
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transgress one of their own (and by them con+ 
Sidered very essential) rules, viz. to use plain 


— 
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St. Clement speaks of the Doctrine of the Resur- 
yection in his epistle to the Corinthians, section 24, 25, 
26—thus : © Let us consider, beloved, how the Lord 
does continually shew us, that there ghall be a future 
resurrection, of which he has made our Lord Jesus 
Christ the first fruits, raisng him from the dead. Let 
us contemplate, beloved, the resurrection that 1s con- 
tinually made before our eyes : day and night manifests 


a resurrection to us ; the night lies down, and the day - 


arises ! again the day departs and the night comes on. 
Let us behold the fruits of the earth ; every one sees 
how the seed is sown ; the 8ower goes forth and casts 
it upon the earth, and the geed which when it was 


5own fell upon the earth dry and naked, in time dis- 


Solves, and from the dissolution the great power of the 
providence of the Lord raises it again ; and of one 
Seed many arise and bring forth fruit. For he says ih 
a certain place, © Thou ghalt raise me up, and I shall 
confess unto thee :” and again, * 1 laid me down and 
Slept, and awaked, because thou art with me,” (Psalm 
111. 5.) and again Job says, * Thou $shalt raise up this 
flesh of mine, that has suffered all these things,” (Job 
X1x. 26.) 

Again, in what is called his second epistle, section 
9, he 8ays, © And let not any among you ay, that this 
very flesh rs not judged, neither raised up : congider, 
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language ; that is, speak as you mean, and not 
tell lies to Gud or man. For Homer says, 


in what were ye saved, in what did ye look up, if not 
whilst ye were in this flesh ? We must therefore keep 
our flesh as the temple of God, for in like manner as 
ye were called in the flesh, ye shall also come to judg- 
ment in the flesh. Our one Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has saved us, being first a spirit, was made flesh, and 
50 called us : eyen $0 we also shall in this flesh receive 
the reward. 


Ignatius, in his epistle to the Smyrneans, section 1, 
2, 3, 4, speaking of Christ's birth and baptism, he TT : 
* He was also truly crucified by Pontius Pilate and 
Herod the tetrarch, being nailed for us in the flesh, by 
the fruits of which we are, even by his gmost blessed 
pass1o0n ; that he 8et up a token for all ages through 
his resurrection, to all his holy and faithful servants, 
whether they be Jews or Gentiles, in one body of his 
church. | 


Now all these things he suffered for us, that we 
might be saved ; and he suftered truly, as he also truly 
raised up himselt; and not as some unbelievers say, 
that he only seemed to suffer, they themselves only 
Seeming to be. But I know that even after his resur- 
rection he was in the FLESH, and I believe he 1s vtill | 
SO. And when he came to those who-were with Pe- 
ter, he said unto them, ©** Take, handle me, and see that 


F am not an incorporeal demon.” And straightway they 
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** He who speaks contrary to what he- means, 


«* ought to be held a common enemy, and 
* hated as the gates of hell.” 


felt him and believed, being convinced both by his 
flesh and spirit ; for this cause they despised death, 
and were found to be above it. But after his resurrec- 
tion he did eat and drink with them, as he was flesh ; 
although as to his spirit, he was united to the Father. 
Now these things, beloved, I put you in mind of, not 
questioning but that you yourselves also believe that 
they are 80. But I arm you before-hand against cer- 
tain beasts in the shape of men, whom you must not. 
only not receive, but if it be possible you must not meet 
with, only you must pray for them, that if it be the 
will of God, they may repent, which yet will be very 
bard ;. but of thts our Lord Jesus Christ has the pow- 
er, who 1s our true life. For if all these things were 
done only in shew by our Lerd, then do 1 also seem 


only to be bound : and why have I given up myself to 
death, to fire, to the sword, to wild beasts ? Only in the 
name of Jesus Christ 1 undergo all, to sufter together 
with him ; he who was made a perfect man strength- 
ening me ; whom some, not knowing, do deny, or rath- 
er have been denied by him, being advocates of death 
rather than of truth ; wiom neither the prophecies nor 
the law of Moses have persuaded, nor the gospel it- 
Self even to this day, nor the sufferings of every one of 
us, for they think also the same things of us. For what 
does a man profit me, if he shall praise me, and blas- 
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5th. Quakers deny the ordinances of Christ, 
viz. the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and 
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pheme my Lord, not confessing that he was truly 
{0 made man ? Now he that doth not say this, does in ef- 
8 | fect deny him, and is in death. But for the names of 
2 8uch as do this, they being unbelievers, I thought it 
J not fitting to write them unto you. Yea, God forbid 
'T that I should make any mention of them, until they 
4 Shall repent to a true belief of Ohrist's passion, which 
F; Is our resurrection. Let no man deceive himself, both 
the things which are in heaven, and the glorious an- 
gels, and princes, whether visible or invisible, if they 
believe not in the blood of Christ, it shall be to them 
to condemnation. That which is worth all is faith and 
charity, to which nothing is to be preferred. But con- 
$ider those who are of a different opinion from us, as 
| to what concerns the grace of Jesus Christ, which is 
| | come unto us, how contrary they are in the design of 
| God ? They abstain from the eucharist, (4. e. 8acra- 
2ent_) and from the public offices, because they confess 
not the eucharist to be the flesh of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ which suffered for our sins, and which the 
Father of his goodness raised from the dead ; and for 
"this cause contradicting the gift of God, they die in 
their disputes : but much better would it be for them 
to receive it, that they might one day rise through it. 
It will therefore become yoa to abstain from such per- 
's8ons, and not to speak with them neither in private 
nor in public ; but to hearken to the prophets, and es- 
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Baptism. Barcley's Apal. page 424 and 485. . 

When the reader has examined what Jr. 
Barcley, and others of the order are pleased 
to call argument on the subject : and proving 
his propositions.; they wall find them to read 
thus : Therefore it is plain—having proved 
before—1t can be proved—lIt was to cease— Ut 
is not commanded —(Jur adversartes are divided 
in their opinion—41 shall prove— Many dd not 
believe it—ſt is not Christ's baptisn—1 have 
proved before—Our adversaries cannot deny— 
IVe know the true light now $hineth—1t will 
enlighten all—TIVe shall prove. 


Thus they assert and affirm. And an as- 
sertion proves an affirmation, and an affirma- 
tion proves an assertion. In this way they 
can prove any thing, and prove it by the scrip-. 
ture too; for when they have produced a text 


pecially to the gospel, in which both Christ's passion 
is manifested unto us, and his resurrection perfectly 
declared. Let no man do any thing of what belongs 
to the church, separately from the bishop. Let that 
eucharist be looked upon as well established, which is 
either offered by the bishop, or by him to whom the 
bishop has given his consent. 
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of scripture, they declare what the meaninf 
1s, literal or sprritual as best suits their sub- 
Ject: then they apply it, affirming ths zs proof. 
Thus they make all things plain to them that 
believe just as they do. And those that don't 
See as they do, are blind. It is worthy of no- 
tice that the Quakers spiritualize upon $pirit- 
nal things, and explain away al! the literal 
meaning of the subject ; and to help them- 
selves out of their difficulties they call it 
MYSTERY, yet it 1s plain to them. So 
Aysticism swallows up all their difficulties, 

they slide along at ease. 

6th. The Quakers declare that the apostles 
(and of course) ministers were authorised to 
baptize with the Holy Ghost. Barcley's 
Apol. page 432—his words are, © Therefore 
the baptism commanded by Christ to his apos- 
tles was not water baptism. That baptism 
which Christ commanded his apostles was the 
one baptism, id est his own baptism.” 

This affirmation of Mr. Barcley signhies, 
that the ministers of Christ are authorised to 
baptize WITH the Holy Ghost. Not in the 
NAME of, but WITH the Holy Ghost, 2. c. 
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a power to confer the Holy Ghost on whom- 
$0ever the Minister chooges as an object wor- 
thy of this blessing. Besides it 1mplies 2 
power to control or command him. And to 
Say that any man 1s indued with power to bap- 
tize WITH the Holy Ghost, is a bold pre- 
Sumption, because Christ no where commands, 
it; and it is a bold blasphemy, because it is 
arrogating a power that makes the man or 
minister equal with Christ. Is it not a pity 
that Quakers did not $ee a difference between 
baptizing in the name of, and baptizing with 
the Holy Ghost. Is it not also a shame that 
the people that profess to have more light and 
knowledge than any other dispensation that 
has ever been, do not give to the Saviour that 
honour which others do. John the Baptist 
Sad —* I indeed baptize you with water, bur 
he (Christ) shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost.” 


7th. 'The Quakers teach for doctrine the 
commandments of men, Having rejected the 
ordinances of Christ, calling them carnal ordi- 
nances, classing them with the rudiments of 
the world ; and those that observe to worship 
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God in the use of them, they call blind, car- 


nal,' out of Christ, not yet in the true hight, 
enemies and adversaries to them. 


They take George Fo: for their oracle, — 
He was the institutor of those ordinances held 
Sacred among the Quakers ; such as, wearing 
his hat im time of mceting, and while eating, 
\his thee and 7hewu to a single person, his re- 
fusing to say good morrow or good by, but 
how does thee do, farewell, His saying, first 
aay, second day, first month, second month. 
His never s@ymg, ves Sir, or no Str; but Yes, 


No. His calling men by their given names, 
as, Peter, John, Richard. His refusing; to 
gav Mr. I's. His plain dress, &c. Fox's 


g2ur. 1st. vol, page 29. where the reader may 
see from what authority he has those ordinan- 
ces. He S4ys from God, so did Aahomet ; 
but who beiteves either. 7 dont—however 
Barcley does, for he says in his Apo!. page 
529, * Now kneeling, bowing, and unccue- 
ring the head 1s the aione outward $:gnifica- 
tion of our adoration towards God, and there- 
fore it is net lawſul to give ut unto man.” By 
this-we are taught, that it 1s unlawful to take 
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off the hat (whether a flat or a high crowned 
one ) on every occasion. To take off the hat 
in ime of meeting is unlawful. To take off 
the hat while eating and drinking (and I don't 
know but while sleeping) 18 unlawful. To 
take of the hat when in a neighbour's house, 
or in any court ; as the congress or assembly, 
or in the presence of any person or beast, even 
dog or cat 18 unlawful, unless we are preach- 
ing or praying. Pulling off the hat is one of 
the © alone s8ignifications of our adoration,” 
8aith Barcley. So then, we must know that 
when the Quakers have their hats off, they 
are then paying adoration to God. But if 
they worship only then, it 18 not very often, 
nor very much even im their meetings. Also 
fo: this, they have suffered great persecution, 
as we read in Barcley's Apol. page 531, * Ma- 
ny of us having been s6rely beaten and buftct- 
ed ; yea, and several months 1mprisoned, for 
no other reason but because we could not s0 
Satisfy the proud , unreasonable humours of 
proud men, as to uncover our heads,” 


Thouzh this was persecution, yet it was 
not for righteousncss 8ake, However, it is 
D 


mentioned by them to prove that the ordi- 
nance 1s sacred, 


They would make us believe that George 
Fox first had these ordinances by special com- 
mand. When he went forth in that mighty 
SPIrit he was possest of, to cry down the stee- 
ple houses, priests, and worshippers ; regu- 
late courts and judges, and teach doctors of 
physic how to use the creatures he saw the 
names and na.ures of, as you may read in 
Fox*s jour. vol. 18t. from page 20 to 30: also 
the © mighty effect these ordinances had, 


(says h«-) to mortify proud nature, and to 
arouse the slumbering world. -It goon dis- 
covered who was for God, and who was not. 
And O, astonishing to tell, the priests and 
professors foamed out their spite, and discov- 
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* I suppose their wearing their kats had as good an 
effect as the dress and behaviour of a certain young 
man in the town of Pittsfield, who was unhappily de- 
prived of his reason. Having got his father's frizzled 
wig, and filling his bosom with roasted potatoes, he 
went into a meeting-house, in time of sermon, with 
his wig on hind side before, which grieved some and 
made others laugh. 
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ered themselves to be enemtes to the doc- 
trines of the (Quakers) sacred, silent wait- 
ing ; and above all, wearing the lat, and hee 
and thou, mortified and stung their proud 
hearts, and raised the persecuting $pirit of 
Cain, Esau, Fudas ;' they spit their malice, 
and thought to make us ashamed, but Quakers 
were stedfast.” Page 30, &c. maintaining the 
purity and spirituality of their ordinances.— 
Who, I ask, does not see $pirit and life 1n 
thee and thou, especially when it is spoken 
with. the kat on? But, irony apart. These 
orciinances are a great cross to Quakers, as 
Barcley saith, page 532. * And this I can 
say boldly in the sight of God, from my own 
experience, and that of many thousands more ; 
that however small or fool:ish this may seem, 
yet we behoved to choose death rather than 
do it.” 

No donht this 1s a truth. It would be very 
painful for a sensible, well bred man or wo- 
man to violate the principles of good man- 
ners, and the erdinances of Christ too, for 
the shrewd, uncouth manners, and man-made 
ordinances of the Quakers, It they had a 


| 40 
thus 84ith the Lord, to plead in point of justi- 
fication, 4t would be a sufficient reason ; but no ; 
it 1s only, thus saith George Fox ; and thus 
satth the teacher within me. 

It 1s a pity that Quakers did not see a Cit- 
ference between the cross of Christ, and the 
cross of George Fox, and that they did not 
follow Christ rather than George. 


8th. The Q 1akers have assumed the name 
friends, to distinguish them from other de- 
nominations, whereas they are not fr:ends to 
any, except their own order ; and other de- 
nominations are as good friends to God or 
man as any of them ; yea, better—for so saith 
Christ : © Ye are my friends if ye do what- 
Soever I command you.” Now the Quakers 
reject the ordinances of Christ, therefore they 
transgress, while other denominations observe 
and do them, because they were commanded 
of the Lord. Moreover, other denominations 
have often attended the meetings of the Qua- 
kers, and allowed them to speak or preach in 
their meeting houses ; hut when was 1t ever 
known that a Quaker allowed a minister of 
any other denomination to preach in their 
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meeting-housc ? Besides, it 1s contrary to their 
principles to have feliowship with any chris» 
tians of any other order. 

9th. The manner in which the Quakers 
explain their being led and taught by the spt- 
rit, and their bold censuring other ministers 
for nreaching on all occas1ons (agreeable to 
the command, preach the word, be instant in 

Season, out of season) with their constant prac- 
tice, clearly proves them to be eye-servants. 
For they profess to be called of God to la- 
bour in hrs vineyard, and like an eye-scrvant 

that goes into the harvest field of the husband- 
man, he sits down lolling till he sees the mas- 
ter coming, then jumps up and goes to work 
till the master retires. So the Quakers go to 
meeting and sit down to wait for the Mater 

—when he comes they arise and speak, and 
when he gous away they $it down again, 
Tis shews that 7hczr Spirit comes and goes 
like one of us. Bzesides their waiting for 
him shews that they were not led to mceting 
by him ; or at least they had not a sufficient 
measure of the Spirit to speak for God, Then 
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they were like a messenger that has no mes- 


Sage. 
Their s:/ent meetings are of a piece with 
the rest of their ordinances—institutions of 
man. 'They have no foundation in scripture : 
there 1s not one command 1n the Old or New 
Testament for them,unless they take that which 
our Lord commanded the devil: «Be nll, 
and come out cf him ;” or what the Lord 
said to the raging heathen nations : ©& Be till 
and know that I am God.” Ps. xlvi. 6—10. 
It would be well for Quakers to obey this, for 
there are but few of them that know the Lord, 
the most of them being only birthright Qua- 
kers, and they are very ignorant of God, they 
don't know him nor themselves. Their preach- 
ers are $0 taken up in teaching their own or- 
dinances (not the Lord's) that they don't 
know Chrzist and him crucified. It they did, 
they would preach his doctrine, and come out 
from their wil worshzþ, their man-made forms, 
and obey the command of God, that he has 
given 1n these plain words: Ye that make 
mention of the Lord keep NOT SILENCE, 
but razse your vatce like a trumpet, and speak, 
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whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, and shew that silence 1s an abomina- 
tion to the Lord, because he has not com- 
manded it to Christians. Moreover, by this 
the Quakers deceive ;, for when they are si- 
lent, it 18 because they have not the sPIR1T ; 
but when they arise to speak, they pretend 
that it 1s because they then have the immedi- 
ate, powerful, teachings of the Spirit. There- 
fore the hearer thinks himself bound in duty 
to recezve what he says as the unerring word 
of God : though the tact 1s, they often contra- 
dict what the Lord says by the prophets, 
Christ, aud his apostles. 


10th. 'The Quakers teach, that ministers 
ought not to receive money for preaching the 
gospel, thereby contradicting what the apostle 
saith, 1st Cor. 1x. 14. * Even $80 hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach the 
gospel shuuld live of the gospel.” 


Did they live up to their doctrine 1n this, 
it would be an high recommendation for them ; 
but alas ! It is not 8$&tor they take money 
and say they do not, which looks like untruth. 
But when we hear their explanation we must 
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not judge them gtzzte 0. The reader may 
hear their defence thus : Suppose the yearly 
meeting in New-York wants some- business 
done with the yearly meeting in one of the 
Southern s$tates, they will choose one or more 
of their members and entrust them with it. 
He is paid for doing business and not for 
preaching, though he preaches on his way. 

Again, when the yearly meeting sends out 
any one to preash ; they first examine him 
and make enquiry, as well as hear him. Then 
they wait for the moving of the Divine Spirit, 
80 as to get divine approbation : and if they 
are agreed, they send him out to preach. He 
travels through their connection as 1s thought 
proper, and attends the quarterly meetings 
and monthly meetings, preaching, or holding 
Silent meetings, as he thinks best; and if 
there 1s any business to be done, he attends 
to 80 much of it as is consistent with his mis- 
Sion, and receives pay for it, but not for 
preaching. 

This defence shews that they receive money, 
but not fbr preaching. However, an honest 
man would not allow that such a dctence 
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would screen them from.all blame in judging 
other denominations, for that which they come 
SO near to them in. Finally an honest man 
would call it duplic:ty, which is as soft a name 
for an untruth as can be found in the Englsh 
tongue. 

While Quakers support the poor of their 
own church,-a minister of therr order in want, 
1s Sure to have his wants supphed, because 
they are one Tlass of their pogr. For it is 
well known that they are very careful not to 
take any poor people, that they think will be- 
come chargeable, into their church. *There- 
tore their preachers have a better supply. 


—_ 


11th. It is a general practice among the 
Quakers, to consider and receive their chil- 
dren in consequence of their birth, and call 
them birth-righrt members. There needs no- 
thing more to be said on this to reprobate it, 
than what Barcley has said of the errors of 
the ancient Christian church, in page 276 and 
277. © For the particular Churches of Christ 
gathered in the apostles' days, soon after be- 
ginning to decay as to the znward fe, came © 
to be overgrown with several errors ; and the 
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hearts of the professors of Christzanity to be 
leavened with the old spirit of the world.” 
« For after that the princes of the earth came 
t> take upon them that profess1on, and that it 
ceasecd to be a reproach to be a Christian, but 
rather became * a means to preferment, men 
became such by birth and education and not 
by conversion and renovation of Spirit; then 
there was none $09 vile, none 80 wicked,. none 
So protane, who became not a member.of the 
church ; and being enriched, and getting vast 
treasures and estates, became puffed up, and 
as it were, drunken with the vain pomp and 
glory of the world.” Would, Mr. Barcley 
have wrote this, if he had Known that the 
Q -iakers would afterwards fall into the same 
error ! 

These are but a small part of the errors of 
the Q :akers that might be noticed, and they 
are likely to 1ncrease in error ; for 1t they 
continue tq be Q 1akers, and to pursue their 
present system of principle arid form of mak- 
ing their children members by birthright, their 
vile, wicked, profane lives will produce prin- 
ciples of Deism, if not of Atheism. O what 
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a lamentation ought every honest man to make 
for the dying and dead souls that are amongst 
us ! the many that would lead moral hves, 
and love the Lord by keeping his command- 
ments, but are taught by the Quakers to trans- 
gress and contemn the sacred law of God, and 
ordinances of Jesus Christ ; the word of God 
15 thought little of, while the writings of Fox 
and Barcley are taken by Quaakers as a rule 
tor faith and practice. People in general are 
willing to account them honest and religious, 
when they consider not that they are thieves 
and robbers,; for they steal that- day which 
belongs to God to serve themselves ; they rob 
God of the sabbath which he has claimed for 
his own, and reject that form of godliness 1n- 
S3tituted by our Lord Jesus Christ. It 13 8a1d 
by the apostle of some,. © having a form of 
godliness and denying the power, from such 
turn away.” It cannot be said that the Qua- 
kers have either the form, or the power of 
godliness : It is true they have a form, but 
what is it ? It is not of Christ ? It is not of 
God ? It 1s contrary to the old and New Tes- 
tament : From whom did they receive it ? 
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From George Fox ; and he says he had it by 
<»-cial command from God, but he has not 
zroved it, and we are to prove all things ; 
and hold fast that which 1s good : therefore 
their form is not a form of gudliness ; from 
SUCA turn away ; go not after them ; for they 
cry, lo here ! and lo there! and deny the Lord 
J<sus in his ordinances. O ye that believe 
ttcre 1s a God, and believe ye have souls ; 
would ye reject Christ's ordinances for those 
ct, George Fox? Would ye renounce the 
Scriptures as the word of God, for the wri- 
tings of a Fox, Barcley, Penn or Scott ! Con- 
Sicer who it is that speaketh. If we turn 
away from him that speaketh from heaven, 
we $shall not escape the righteous indignation 
of a holy God. O that they were wise, that 
they understood this ; that they would con- 
Sider their latter end ! The resurrection of 
the body is a truth. A general judgment 
day will be the time of our latter end. O 
cons1der, it 1s net a light thing to transgress 
the holy law of God, no, not one command ; 
for he that offendeth in one point is guilty of 
all : therefore remember this ye that violate 
the sabbath. 
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Was the reader of Fox's Journal, to notice 
in particular the first thirty-two pages, which 
contain an account of his first experience ; I 
dare not say experience of religion, for by that 
account he always had religion, even from a 
very small child ; and as to sin, I defy the 
reader to find the page or line where he ex- 
presses the least sin that was his own. He 
Speaks of sin, and different sorts of sinners, 
and he was distrest about it, but in the 16th 
page, he * cried to the Lord, 8aying, Why 
Should I be thus, seeing I was never addicted 
to commit those evils ? He there complains 
of all classes of men as being very wicked ; 
he was afraid to associate with any, even pro- 
fessors, or the best christian ministers lest they 
would deceive and defile him ; and though he 
considers his father and mother to have been 
considered as very religious by all that knew 
them, when he -was young, yet he does not 
give them any credit as being a means of any 
religious impress10ns on his mind. One hard- 
ly knows which he had the clearest sense of, 
his d:stress or his goodness ; his own clear 
nnderstanding, or the gross darkness that cov- 
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ered every body else. But he was mightily 
encouraged to persevere in Seeking more 
goodness, till at last he expresses himse!f thus, 
page 21, © Now was I come up in spirit 
« through the flaming $word into the paradise 
« of God. ' All things were new ; and all the 
* creation gave another smell unto me than 
& before, beyond what words can utter ; I 
& knew nothing but pureness, innocency, and 
& righteousness ; being renewed up into the 
« image of God by Christ Jesus, I was come 
« up to the state of Adam which he was in 
« before he fell.” The reader must see that 
George, from the account he gives of himself, 
was troubled with self-conceit, and seli-wil- 
l:dness, or he could have had tellowship with 
Some one, and conformed to some order ; for 
if all were in darkness and living in open vio- 
lation of the laws of God, he would have felt 
a sense of some puilt for some s1in that he had 
committed at some time in his life. But no, 
he saith he never was addicted to commit 
those evils. Again, 1{ he was in the state of 
Adam before he fell, he could not die, unless 
he committed a sin as Adam did ; of course, 
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George 1s still alive, elsze he has committed 


Sin, and 1f 80, he ts gone to hell. "The Qua- 
kers say, George Fox is dead. Could Adam 


have ever died if he had not sinned ? I an- 
Swer, no—tor by sin came death. 90 then, 
George was either deceived in his opinion of 
himself, or he is not dead, and if dead, and 
not deceived, he 1s in hell--Charity, there» 
tore, compels the reader to believe he was 
deceived in his opinion of himself, and we 
cannot err in believing what charity justifies 
us in. We therefore must believe that George 
Fox, and of course, all the Quekers are de» 
ceived in their opinion of th-mselves. . Yea, 
as much as the Pharisees of old, for like them, 
they verily think they are doing God service 
in beirg contrary to all professors of all de- 
nominations, and perseciiing all other denomy 
ations, by accounting them as heathen men 
and publicans. They also use decen, profes+ 
Sing Charity fox other denominations, when 
they have none: they account it persecution 
for any one to spcak against their. forms of 
religion, while they -spcak and preack against 
all other denominations spiritedly, calling 
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their forms superstition, out of the true light, 
carnal ordinances. Is it not astonishing that 
Barcley and the Quakers reject the Fourth 
Commandment as a superstitious observance, 
declaring that neither the first nor seventh 
day of the week 1s the true Christian Sabbath ? 
By which they openly and boldly reject the 
Fourth Commandment, even despising those 
that reprove them for it ; and was it not for 
the civil authority would they not delight 
themselves im violating it merely to afflict and 
grieve the sincere. and pious christian that 
fears God, and remembers the ' sabbath to# 
k-ep it holy? Yes, this 1s well known by ma- 
ny, and were people to observe them as close- 
ly as they do other sinners, they would find 
them as bold violaters of the Fourth Com- 
mandment as the murderer 1s of the Sixth, or 
the adulterer 1s of the Seventh, or the thief is 
of the Eighth. Now if murderers, adulter- 
ers, and thieves get to heaven, then violaters 
of the Sabbath will get there tov. But if 
there be a God, and if the scripture 1s a rev- 
elation of God to man, then the man that dies 
guilty of murder or adaltery, &c, must have 
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his part in the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone ; 80 als" the Q :aker as well as any 
other person that dies guilty of a violation of 
the Fourth Command, to observe a day holy 
unto God, must be damned as sure as Gel 18 
just and holy, Will Q.:akers till plead ig- 
norance to justify them'in abominable wick» 
edness? * We know no moral obligation by 
the Fourth Commandment or elsewhere,”? 
Saith Barcley, Waat stupid 1gnorance this 
is ; exposed by one of their most - learned 
writers.* 

O that they would understand what they 
read ? Many are concerned for them as well 
as for other sinners ; for hard will be the lot 
of the self-willed and the profane ! Were Qua- 
kers to make a plea at the bar of God, predi- 
cated on the principles they think most essen+ 
tial, would not this be the burden of their cry, 
Lord, Lord open unto us. Have we not spo- 
ken in thy name, and hast thou not been with 
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* Fot an obligation to vbserve the Sabbath, read 
Daiah lvi. 2, 6.—Iviii. 13. Jer. xvii. 21, 27. Exek, xx. 
13, 20. Nekem. Xiu. 15, 21. Mark tt. 27, 28. 
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and taught as by thy spirit ? And have we 
not honoured thee by saying, thee and thou'to 
a single person, and by wearing our hats, de- 
nying those ordinances which many other de- 
nominations were $0 zealous in attending to, 
m particular, Baptism and the Lord's Supper * 
And did we not cry out against the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath day ? Thereby holding up 
a more $piritual meaning, alluding to this state 
of rest with thee, therefore, Lord, Lord open 
unto us. | We denied ourselves of all those 
ordinances other denominations were distin- 
guished by ; we suffered many things for 
wearing our hats and saying thee and thou ; 
it was a great cross to deny ourselves ; © Ma- 
ny of us behoved to chose death rather than 
do it.” We sufftered imprisonment and 
Scourging ; yea, we took joyfully the spoiling 
of ouy goods, rather than so satisfy the proud 
humour of proud men” as to uncover our 
heads. Besides many of as were prosecuted 
by the laws of our country, for not observing 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy, and suftered 
the loss of our property in fines for violating 
the laws of the sabbath, and other institutions 
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both civil and religious ; especially those in- 
stitutions that supported the priests ; insomuch 
that we were contrary to all men, and did not 
Join with- any to worship God, but ourselves. 
Therefore, Lord, Lord open unto us. O con- 
s1der, Lord, did we not see into the seventh 
geal ? That solemn s1lence there discovered, 
though it was contrary to that text of scripture, 
where 1t says, Ye that make mention of the 
Lord keep not stence, yet we saw such golemn 
Silence in that seal that we thought it the high- 
est attainment in thy favour to worship silent- 
ly. Yea, so did we beheve 1n silence, that 


we enforced it in all our exhortations. 


'That 


was the essential theme, we loved it, we al- 
most adored, many of us did worship it ; it 
was our ne plus ultra. Moreover we despised 
and reproved the opinion that ministers should 
preach on all: occasions, or that christians 
Should sing and make a joytul noise, though 
the Scripture did say to ministers, Lift up 
your yoice like a trumpet. Be instant in seas- 
on out of season ; and to christians, O clap 
your hands, all ye people, shout unto God with 


the voice of triumph, but this was only scrip- 
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ture. We $aw further and did not believe 
this was required of us ; neither did we be- 
lieve the scripture was the word of God to us. 
We had a $pirit—Therefore, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us. 

þ If Quakers were to plead what they believe 
to be the most essential in point of yustification 
at the bar of God, would not the above be the 
substance of their plea, theugh now they 
would be ashamed to expose their weakness 
with 8uch a presumptuous shametul plea. 


OO — CO); - Com—_—_— 


THUS ends the pamphlet--with a form of 
prayer predicated on the principles which the 
Quakers esteem most essential. And though 
much has been said by the Quakers against 
the charges 1n the pamphlet, yet none have ev- 
er explained to me the impropriety of the 
above form of prayer; except they look upon 
it as something ridiculous. All that is true 
enough. But none can deny that it if con- 
S1stent with the spirit and principle of quakerx 
ism. And if it is consistent with their prin- 
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ciple and spirit, why not practised, though ri- 
diculous ? that their practice may be cons1st- 
ent with their profession. 

After the publication of the above pamphlet, 
and it began to spread, the great cry of the 
Quakers was, (as the Philistines said when 
Sampson burnt their corn) Who has done this? 
For it was easy to be seen that it had set their 
quarter, monthly, and preparatory meetings 
all on fire; and was Jik- to burn up much 
stubble. And when they knew that I was the 
author, they were ready to do to me ; not as 
the Philistines did to Sampson, viz. to burn 
my wife and her father with fre: but they 
strove to destroy my ministerial and moral 
character, and thereby prevent my usefulness 
in those parts. In this they failed for want of 
matter to work upon. However, they made 
a great talk ; and I was one great subject of 
talk at all their meetings and tea-tables 
throughout the town and country where the 
bouk had spread. Some demicd the truth of 
the charges; others condemned the style in 
which it was wrote; and all agreed to say 
that I had no charity. Little do they consid-» 
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er that charity is love. Had they known this, 
they would own that I had love enough for 
the Quakers to obey that command, Levit. 
XIX. 17. © Thou $halt not hate thy brother in 
thy heart ; thou $halt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbour, and not suffcr sin upon him.” — 
And also, that I had love enough for the gos- 
pel, to obey (as I was able) that command, 
Tim. iv. «I charge thee, therefore, bejore 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, preach the 
word, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long 
Suffering and Goctrine ; for the time will come 
when they wili not endure sound doctrine.” 
(Titus 1. 13.) * Wherefore rebuke them 
Sharply, that they may be sound in the faith ; 
not giving heed to fables, and commandments 
of men that turn from the truth.” 

But, alas ! the Q.takers were $0 disturbed 
by the truth that they forgot themselves ; for 
instead of confessing their error like men of 
candour, or producing authority for their as- 
gertions, many of them were bold to raise and 
foment dirty stories against the supposed au- 
thor, as though personal invectives and ballad 
songs were good arguments. It 1s a fact this 
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was all they used for some time to ward off 
the force of truths that made their ears to 
tingle. But their ballad] songs and dirty sto- 
ries could not invalidate the truth, nor produce 
any thing better than pity forthem ; for all that 
were acquainted with me, readily s-e mto the 
cause of this great talk, and were constrained 
to say that the pamphlet had disturbed the 
Quakers very much. As for myself, I did 
not much mind their stories nor their songs, 
for I remembered that my Master had been 
Spit upon, and they said of him, © He 1s mad 
and hath a devil, why hear ye him?” And 
«if they have done this in the green tree, 
what will they do in the dry.” So I expect 
that like characters will say as much, or more 
of me. But s$till I love the Quakers and la- 
bour to reform them, by the lawtul means of 
addressing to them a statement of their errors; 
and though I suffer much 1n the labour, I am 
Sure 1t will not be altogether in vain, tor God 
is with me : and therefore I hope some wall 
be reformed, and others restrained from su- 
perstitious wickedness. 


However, though the Quakers at first beset 
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me round like bulls, yea. like strong bulls of 
Bashan : they gaped upon me with their 
mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion, 
(Psalm xxii.) until the month of April, 
when they sent me a letter of challenge to 
come forth in public, and substantiate the 
charges in the pamphlet. After requiring of 
them an explanation of this letter to me, and 
understanding that the two men that sent me 
the letter were (what they called) spiritual 
elders, and men that were highly exteemed 
among the Q iakers and others, I was the 


more w1lling to except the challenge. 


The letters that passed between the two 
Quaker elders and me, were as follow ; their 
first letter was in these words : 


New-Rochelle, 4th. Month, 3d, 1809. 

Having seen a pamphlet, entitled Errors of 
the Quakers, of which thou art the reputed 
author, and considering the society of which 
we are members, calumniated, and falsely 
charged therein ; we, as individuals, call on 
thee to substantiate those charges publicly, 
and leave it to thee to fix some convenient 
place and time in this week for that purpose, 
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and we will meet thee ; fifth day excepted, 


that being our meeting day. 
JAMES MOTT, 


= SAMUEL TITUS. 
To. WM. HIBBARD. 


To which I sent the following. 


New-Rochelle, April 4, 1809. 

I received your letter this evening, in which 
you call upon me to substantiate those charges 
publicly, that appear in a pamphlet entitled 
Errors of the Quakers, of which I am the au- 
thor. But as you have not designated any 
one or two charges as false, I know not by 
this what you would require. If you mean 
that all the charges in the pamphlet are false, 
I want you to say 80; and if a part of them are 
false, say which they are. I know not of one 
charge that is false. 

Also, I want an explanation of the word 
publicly. You call on me to substantiate 
those charges publicly. I think I have done 
that already. However, as you do not come 
forward in behalf of your society, or in behalf 
of the public, I am willing to correspond with 
you by letter ; or should be happy to wait on 
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you at my house, to cunverse in friendship on 
the subject. I am sincere in my opinion ef 
the things I stated in that pamphlet, that they 
are all true, However, it you can convince 
me to the contrary, I should be thankful, for 
I am not willing to remain ignorant of a mis- 
take, if it can be explained. 
; I am 
To ]Þ-— M——, B. H. 
D— T . 
Here followed a Poscript, informing them 
that the bearer would inform them what time 


they could call upon me. 
LETTER II. 


New-Rochelle, 4th Month, 10th, 1809. 

In reply to thine of 4th inst. we will just 
Say, If thou didst not understand by ours of 
3d what we required, we will now endeavour 
to inform thee, what we then had, and now 
nave in view. 

It is, that thou meet us at some suitable 
place in the neighbourhood of New-Rochelle, 
there to substantiate, or m other words prove 
the truth of those charges published by thee 
In a pamphlet entitled « Errors of the Quak- 
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ers,” and this proof to be made in the pre- 
Scice of those of thy own socicty in and about 


New-Rochelle, and others that may be invit- 
ed. For as our own society, and consequent- 
ly we as members thereof are publicly accused 
by thee, of things that we deny the truth of, 
we therefore have no idea of a private con- 
ference, or any correspondence with thee by 
letter, in order for explanation on the subject ; 
but claim of thee public proof as due for pub- 
lic accusations. And we hope on reading 
this thou wilt understand what we mean by 
the word © Public.” 


Thou wishest to know whether all, or which 
of the charges we think to be false. We ap- 
prehend there will be no difficulty in finding 
them. "Thou also Says, « You call on me to 
Substantiate those charges publicly, I think I 
have done that already.” Were assertions 
proof thou hast done it, but we conceive 
there 1s a wide difference between asserting 
and substantiating—and it 1s the latter we now 
call upon thee to do, and in the public man- 
ner above proposed. 


Ce 
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By this letter the reader will perceive that 
I am the accused person, of course on the de- 
tensive. To this I wrote as follows : 


New-Rochelle, April 11, 1809. 


I have just received your letter of the 10th 
inst. 'This 1s to inform you that I have ap- 
pointed a meeting to be in the Methodist 
meeting-hous?, in this town, on Friday the 
218t inst at one o'clock, P. M. for the purpose 
of rea(ling the pamphlet enntled, © Errors of 
the Quakers,” ard explaining or shewing that 
the arguments prove the charges or assertions 
therein stated. I don't expect to be interrupt- 
ed by having any questions asked, till I haye 
done reading, and remarking on what I read; 
then you, or any of your preachers, may ob- 
Ject as you think proper: And after you have 
assigned your reasons for your objections, I 
expect to inquire your definite meaning, (if I 
Should not understand you) and make my re- 
ply. You will have the same liberty to in- 
quire of me, &c, 


I wish every thing done with decorum and 
honesty, hoping the Lord may solemnize our 


05 
spirits. And feeling a sense of my motto, 1 
subscribe myself your friend 
To] M . Bo—_— H—. 
Dm | 
P.S. I wish all the people of your soctety 
(that can) to attend. 


This+ I expected would be an end of our 
correspondence, inasmuch as I had complied 
with their request, and had the publication 
read in two or three congregations the next 
Sabbath, stating particularly in each the cause 
and order of the meeting. But on the 19th I 
received the following letter from them, dated 


New-Rochelle, 4th mo. 17th 1809. 

Thine of 11th instant came to hand last 
evening, informing that thou had appointed a 
meeting on the 21st at the Methodist meeting- 
house in New-Rochelle thou sayest, © for the 
purpose of reading the pamphlet entitled Er- 
rors of the Quakers; and explaining or shew- 
ing that the arguments prove the charges or 
assertions therein stated. Also, that thou 
don't expect to be interrupted by any questions 
being asked till thou hast done reading and 


remarking on what thou reads. 
F 2 


06 


If health permits, we shall meet thee at the 
time and place appointed. 

We dont call on thee to read thy book, nor 
do we intend to yield to thy terms as an 1n- 
troduction to the discussion, but we $hall in 
the first place claim the liberty as our due, 
and not as an indulgence, to state the particu- 
lar charges one after another, that we say are 
not true, in order that thou may have a fair op- 
portunity of proving them either by scripture, 
or such other autaorities as are entitled to due 
credit ; for the point in question* 1s the s1mple 
proof of those assertions that we shall name to 
thee out of thy book. 

We consider ourselves the injured party ; 
therefore as in the case of an individual, when 
he thinks himself falsely accused, he repeats 
the accusation, and then the accuser in his 
turn 15 at liberty to prove or substantiate his 
assertions : and this 1s the mode of procedure 
we $hall expect in this business, and which 1s 
the only method that we think fair and hon- 
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* Quite a mistake, for this had not been a question 
either-exprest or imphed by them. 
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ourable, and by which the truth can be made 
to appear : the truth being manifest is our ob- 
ject. 

With a hope that the decorum and honesty 
thou alludest to will be observed by us and 
thee, we subscribe ourselves thy friends. 

J— M-—., 
To B. H. S— T——. 

To this I wrote as follows : 

New-Rochelle, April 20th, 1809. 

I returned from my journey to Dutchess 
County last night, and received your letter of 
the 17th inst. informing me that you dont in- 
tend to yield to my terms of introduction to 
the discuss1un. 

This 1s to inform you, that you cannot from 
the principles of justice and honour, prescribe 
rules for me. After I called on you to de- 
Signate the charges that were false, and you 
declined it, but still insisted on my substan- 
tiating the charges publicly, and did not state 
a form of procedure ; I consider, that it was 
wholly left to me to chose the mode I think 18 
best to vindicate myself, and substantiate or 
Shew the truth of the charges stated in the 
pamphlet. 
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Tt 1s the public yuu request me to satisfy—— 
and you would meet me, you dont say to asK 
any questions, or conduct the order of the 
meeting ; and now, after I had appointed the 
meeting, as I understood you requested, and 
Stated publicly the order it would be attended, 
which was my prerogative to do;; you have 
no right to oppose the authority you request 
me to exercise, which was, to appoint a meet- 
ing (for myself) to prove the truth of those 
charges against the Quakers in the pamphlet, 
entitled Errors of the Quakers : therefore I 
Shall not disappoint the public, who are notifi- 
ed of the meeting and the order, by altering 
the mode of procedure. It 1s my most ear- 
nest desire to get good and do good ; $0 15 
the language of Job (xx1. 3.) I must say, 
« Suffer me that I may speak, and after I 
haye spoken,. mock on.” 

I am your friend for Christ's sake, 

To J— M_—_ B. H. 


Brn—_— Pe nmnmn—_ 

I considered their last letter as an attempt 
to mock me—-for to accuse me of writing 
falschood, and call on me to vindicate myself, 
and saying,that the *point 1n question was the 
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51mple proof of those charges we shall name 
to thee out of thy book”--when it had never 
been a question, viz. to answer to the charges 
they shall name to me ; and to trump this up 
after the appointment was given out, shews 
that they meant something they * had not ex« 
pressed. 

However, we met on the day and time ap- 
pointed. The reader will see in the address 
to James Mott and Samuel Titus, the result 
of the meeting. I have endeavoured to no- 
tice all the particulars in as minute and con- 
cise a manner as my memory would serve in 
that address, which address I wish to be con- 
Sidered as intended to be to the whole body of 
Quakers, that 1f any of them can prove one 
charge false, they are at hberty to address 
their refutation to me : but don't bring up 
your $ay $0, or bare denial of the truth of the 
charges, as a proof of their faisehood. 

I have not charged the Quakers with any 
thing but what I can substantiate ; and I defy 
them to prove one charge false, or give any 
good reason why 1t 1s not strictly true. 

But don't set your dogs on me, as though 
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you would hunt me out of the field of contro- 
versy ; I amnot as yet frightened with deists, 
nor half cnt deists with their ballad songs, 
barking for Q 1zkers against the truths of the 
pamphlet. I am sorry that Qakers have 
employed no better friends to vindicate their 
cause than deists and ballad singers, 

I did not take my pen to vindicate my own 
character, nor the Methodists as a denomina- 
tion, or any other persuas1on of people in par- 
ticular, but to plead the much injured cause of 
him who said, ©* Eat, this is my body ;” and 
who also said, © All power 18 given to me in 


heaven and in earth ; go ye, theretore, teach 


”” 


all nations, baptizing them :”? and to wipe off 


the approbrium cast upon it by Quaker do» 
tages. 

I might have wrote better and treated the 
subject in a better manner if I had known of 
one ; Lut I have done the best I could in the 
fear of God, and not of man : if any one can 
do better, let him try ; I submit this as an 
address to the Quakers, knowing that I must 
stand with them in one day before the bar of 
God, and there answer for what I have done. 
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An address to James Mott and Samuel Titus, 
3IRS, 

| I am very sensible that you were sincere, 
in calling on me in your letters of the 3d and 
10th of April, to substantiate the charges in 
the pamphlet, entitled + Errors of the Qua- 


kers,” and that you thought yourselves in- 


Jured, and the people or society, of which you 
are members, calumniated and falsely charg- 
ed by the author of the pamphlet ; and I ex- 
pect your wish was in this aftair, to take such 


a method as would best serve to wipe away 


the roproach you lay under by reason of the 
charges in the pamphlet, and to do away or pre- 
vent the influence it was like to have on the 
public mind. 

But though I can frankly assure you, that 
I feel a great regard and love for you, and for 
the people to which you are united : also, I 
believe there are some things in your economy 
that are good in their nature ; but I also know 
teat there are many errors, both in your prin- 
ciples and your forms of worship ; and that 
your Jate attempts to detect me for exposing 
vour errors were unwise and unfair, of course 
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ineffectual. It was unfair, because you ex- 
pr2st one mode of discussing the subject and 
meant another : it was unwise, because when 
you were invited to a friendly conversation or 
correspondence, whereby you might have 
tried your strength, and thereby see whether 
you was able to stand against the strength you 
challenged before you exposed your weak» 
ness ; but you refused both. 

I am not disposed however to blame you, 
without a heart felt sense of pity and concern 
for you ; because you have been accustomed 
to think for a long time that your principles 
were agreeable to scripture ; but the charges 
in the pamphlet clearly proved them errone- 
ous ; and if you did not deny the truth of the 
charges, you must reform, or appear very ab- 
surd to every man of sense : and as you have 
been long in the habit of thinking you were 
right, till you had 1mbibed a strong preposses- 
S10n In favour of your sentiment, you were net 
willing to reform in opinion without more ev- 
idence of your error. "Therefore you chal- 
lenged me to substantiate the charges. 

However favorable I may think of your mo- 
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Lives in attempting to justify your society, and 
exculpate them from the guilt of the charges, 
nonesty and truth obliges me to say, as my 
opinion, that your conduct in this affair, 1s as 
contrary to Christian candour as your society 
appear to be by the charges in the pamphlet ; 
and will only serve as another argument to 
prove the truth of those charges, though there 
was truth enough without 1t. 

It is taken for granted, that you hold to 
that gospel rule which enjoins, © As ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even 80 
unto them :”* therefore, as you expected that 
I should make a public acknowledgment, it 
I failed to prove the charges true, because if 
the charges were false, you as a people were 
calumniated, so I in turn expect that it you 
do not prove the charges false, (having accu- 
sed me with writing falsehood) you should 
make your confess:'on. And I did not fail 
on my part to prove with implicit evidence, im 
the clearest manner, every charge .in the 
pamphlet ; and when I had gotten through, I 
challenged the Quakers to prove one charge 
talse, declaring at the same time, that if you 
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<d not prove one or more charges false, 1 
Should consider your accusation a vile slander 


of my character ; for I consider that your 


charging me with falschood wrongfully, was 
as bad as if I had charged you wrongfully ; 
and if you would prove one charge false, I 
would write an acknowledgment of my fault, 
and print and circulate it as freely as I circula- 
ted the pamphlet : but you acknowledged be- 
fore the congregation three times in the 
course of the afternoon, that you could not 
prove them false ; but still you 1nsist upon 1t 
that they are false. This 1s not candid. 

I might notice the method you took in 
visiting my Methodist brethren, to convince 
them that the charges were false and thereby 
prejudice them against me ; also, the counte- 
nance you gave to a Deistical man, to write 
and print a vindication of the Quakers, in an- 
swer to the pamphlet, in which (I am inform- 
ed) he has allowed the truth of the charges, 
but blames me for my opinion of your princi- 
ples ; and then closes with (what I think is) 
Tom Paine's creed of Deism. I have not read 
the book, because the author only intended it 
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as an imposition, or he would nor have inscrib- 
ed it to me without sending me one to read. 
I was informed, however, that you examined 
the manuscript of A D Esq. whom 
I was informed, is a profest Deist, before it 
went to the press ; and, from what I can 
learn, your society are pretty generally satis- 
hed with it as an answer to the pamphlet ; 
however, I am confident that you and the 
more sensible part of your community disap- 
prove of it. Woas it not $0, I should con- 
clude that you were in as great astrait as old 
king Saul was when the Lord disowned him, 
and he could get no answer from him ; there- 
fore he applied to the Witch of Endor to 
bring up the prophet Samuel : you in like 
' manner, would have been guilty of a similar 
evil; for I think you would not say that Mr. 
D was a friend to the Quaker religion, 
or any other principle, than the Witch of En- 
dor was a friend to Saul, namely, becausc he 
had left the Lord : and I am sure that Saul 
would not have applied to a witch to help him 
if God had not disowned him. But what will 
a man or people do, when God has forsaken 


them. 
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[ might notice many other things that 
were said and done by you and others before 
we met ; but I pass over them to notice the 
transactions of the meeting. 
After we met on the day appointed, I open- 
cd the meeting with solemn prayer to God, 


, and you all sat on your seats with your hats 


on : after prayer I read the letters of corres- 
pondence, to shew those of the congregation 
that were then present the cause and order of 
the meeting : after that, I observed that I 
Should proceed to read the pamphlet, and 
make some few remarks thereon, as notified 
in the appointment, quoting the words of our 
Lord to the lawyer, Luke x. 26. © Whar 1s 
written in the law, how readest thou?” as a 
reason for reading the pamphlet ; inferring 
from the text, that as some in the days of old 
did not understand the law, because they did 
not read right, so now some do not understand 
this pamphlet, and I think it is because they- 
have not read right ; therefore I shall read 
the pamphlet. I then proceeded to read, and 
none interrupted till I kad nearly half done ; 
by this time the congregation were all gather- 
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ed into the meeting-house : then your speaker, 
Mr. Franklin, arose and said to the congrega- 
tion : © It 1s unfair and unjust for him to read 
the book : we did not come here to hear the 
book, but to have him prove the truth of those 
charges we shall name to him out of the book :”? 
and five of your brethren arose one after the 
other, and joined him to say it was unfair and 
unjust, &c. and you desired me to leave it to 
the congregation, to judge whether I should 
read the book or not. But this I refused, for 
neither you or the congregation had any right 
to chuse the mode wherein I should vindicate 
myselt from the charge you had made against 
me. However, after I had read a second 
time” your letter of the 10th, and remarked on 
the other letters ; shewing that I had not 
taken any step but what the principle in your 
letters required, if I accepted your challenge, 
I observed that I was a plain man, and 
a lover of honesty ; and having published the 
order of the meeting, I could not honestly al- 
ter the mode of procedure : you then consent- 
ed to the justness of my procedure, and de- 
$Yred your triends to submit to it with patience : 
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though you had hindered me nearly three 
quarters of an hour, you were now willing to 
hear the rest of the book with patience, pul- 
ling down one of your brethren that was en- 
gaged to continue the disturbance, saying to 
him with a loud whisper, © It is out of order.” 
I then proceeded to read and remark on the 
rest of the pamphlet ; and when I had done 
addressing you and the congregation I sat 
down, and looked at my watch and it had 
been only two hours and thirty minutes from 
the time I met you in the yard before the 
meeting-house door, to the time I sat down. 
Now, on a review of this transaction, would 
you not say that I have reason to believe, that 
you meant to take advantage of the 1gnorance 
of that part of the congregation that were not 
present when I first read the letters of corres- 
pondence, to impress their minds with an idea 
that I was not treating you with that just priv- 
alege which the principles in those letters al- 
lowed you ? And have I not reason also to 
believe, that when 1r. Frankimn afterwards 
complained to the congregation that you had 
not a fair chance, that you had waned with 
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patience three or four hours, for me to read 
and animadvert on what I read, strained the 
truth by saying three or four hours, seeing 
you hindered me nearly three quarters of an 
hour. But this proves you were very zealous. 

You complain of me, and say, that you had 
not time to prove what you wanted to, or say 
what you could have said : but it is a fact 
that you had time for eight of your society to 
Speak once or twice each, and some of them 
made pretty long speeches, besides reading 
detached parts of a number of books you 
brought to help you along. But your read- 
ing was as far from an argument in point, 
as your speeches were ; though you read 
and talked as well as you could, the con- 
gregation at the same time giving good atten- 
tion to what we all said ; and when the sun 
was about an hour high you all sat down in si- 
ience. Whether you had spun out all you 
nad to say, or whether you was about to give 
over, I cannot determine ; at any rate, you all 
Sat down in $:lence for some time, and vou 
might have sat till sun down for all my saying 
a word ; for I had said what I thought was 
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Sufficient for the place, time, and purpose. 
Bur tor you to complain of me for not giving 
you time enough, when you did not improve 
what you had, looks odd. 

The charge in the pamphlet which you first 
disputed the truth of, was : © Though they 
s8ay they have an high opinion of the holy 
Scripture, it is evident that they have an high- 
er opigion of the writings of Fox, Barcley, 
and other Quaker writers.” 

This you 3aid was not true, and wished me 
to prove or substantiate the truth of it: I then 
read the note I had written for a vindication 
of that charge, and which I had. before read 
in the congregation, thus : *T find on reading 
the discipline of the Quakers, that they allude 
to the test1mony of their predecessors, and en- 
force the obligation to observe those rules that 
are peculiar to them as a people, from the tes- 
timony of their ancestors, and not from <crip- 
ture; and that Qu-ik-rs, by attempting to disan- 
nul the moral ovligation to observe cither the 
first or seventh day of the week as a sabbath un- 
to the Lord ; and also rejecting the ordinances 
of Christ; instituting ordinances for rchgious 
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worship without scripture authority, clearly 
proves that they esteem the writings of Qua- 
kers above the scripture.” 

However, you said that you had a higher 
opinion of the scripture than of any other wri- 
tings whatever : but your say $o don't prove 
it. You read in one of your authors that he 
esteemed the scripture above any other book 
whatever: but his say $0, don't prove it. 
Because you have not in your discipline, or 
any of your writings or savings, whatever 
protest to believe that the scripture 1s a sufh- 
cient rule for faith and practice : and until 
you profess this by an article binding you to 
esteem the scripture in this point of light, 
I, nor any other person or pe5ple cannot give 
you that credit, and remain honest men our- 
selves ; because you flatly contradict the scrip- 
ture ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, as held forth by the apostles ; for Pec- 
ter saith, Acts 11. 38: © Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost :” and of 
5oMme that had received the Holy Ghost, Acts 


82 


X. 47, 48, he $aith: * Can any man forbid 
water that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we : 
and he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord.” This 1s as plain as 
A B C—50 also is that concerning the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, by St. Paul : he 
Saith to the Corinthians, Chap. xi. 23 : © For 
T have recc<ived of the Lord that which also I 
delivered urto you ; that the Lord Jesus, the 
Same night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks he brake 
it and said, Take, eat, this 1s my body,” &c. 
But this the Quakers deny as an ordinancz 
binding on us, though the apostle saith he re- 
ceived it from the Lord ; and Ignatius saith 
of some that were contrary to the design of 
God by abstaining from the sacrament—they 
die in their disputes. So Quakers deny the 
authority of scripture ordinances, and set up 
£ox and Barcley for their oracles ; and I fear 
they'll die in their disputes. But zg return to 
the narration. 

The method Mr. Franklin took to prove 
your high regard tor the scripture, was truly 
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novel. He arose and began thus: © We 
have an high opinion of the scriptures, though 
we dont call it the WORD of God ; yet it 
contains the WORDS of God : we call Christ 
the WORD, as it is written, the WORD was 
from the beginning, the WORD was with 
God, and the WORD was God.” And then 
he said : & The word took flesh and dwelt 
among men ; the scriptures did not take 
flesh and dwell among men, therefore the 
Scripture 1s not the WORD of God.” He 
then proceeded to show the powerfui and 
good effects of the Word, and enlarged upon 
the necessity of having this Word 1n the soul, 
and was pretty lengthy on this head of his dis- 
course ; 50 I cannot say but it was a good ex- 
hortation, though no argument to the point in 
question. However, when he had done and 
Sat down, I asked it I understood him right 
to say the WORD TOOK FLESH ; three 
of your brethren spoke, and owned that he 
Said the WORD TOOK Flesh : one of you 
sa1d, © That is the express word.” I then 
read the text, « The WORD was MADE 
FLESH ;” and said, that friend ran#lin had 
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perverted the text, by saying the WORD 
TOOK flesh.- I then shewed the perversion by 
Saying, If we say the WORD was made 
flesh, then we can say truly that FLESH 1s 
the WORD ; but if we say, the WORD 
TOOK flesh, we cannot in truth say that 
flesh is the WORD : so when God speaks to 
us in human language, that human language 
is the word of God to us. I then quoted 
1 Thess. i. 13: & For this cause also thank 
we God without ceasing, because when ye re- 
ceived the WORD of God which ye heard of 
us, ye received it not as the WORD of man, 
but as it 1s in truth the WORD of God, which 
effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 
This word was spoken with human tongues, 
and was heard with huinan ears; and 1it was 
the WORD of God in human language, I 
also quoted Heb. 1. 1,2: this clearly proves 
that the scripture is the WORD of God, and 
ought to be regarded 2s a rule for faith and 
practice. But ior the Quakers to deny thus, 
1s giving Moses and the Prophets the le ; for 
they say : Hear ye the WORD of the Lord— 
Thus saith the Lord, Now it what they said 
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was not the WORD of the Lord, then they 

lied, for they said it was: and for the Qua- 

kers to thus indirectly tell the inspired wri- 

ters they lie, 1s a corruption of good manners. 

Neither will their pretens:on to 1nspiration 

excuse their folly in this matter ; for if a man 

pretends to inspiration, the one of two things 

he must do to save himself from just censure : 

1st. He must prove his miss10n by working 

miracles; or, 2d, He must preach according 
to the words of those prophets and apostles, 
that proved their miss10n by miracles ; it he 
fails in both these, he is deceived : and if the 
Quakers have either of these marks I wish 
they would show 1t. 

It is well known that the Quakers are ac- 
customed to say that the scriptures are a dead 
letter, and the outward 1institutions or ordi- 
nances of our Lord are a dead letter ; and the 
word that is written with ink and pen, or 
preached unto us with human tongues, 1s all 
dead letter. But I know the Qeadness 1s in 
them : they are dead to the principle of divine 
grace held torth in the scr1pture, The scrip- 
ture 1s not dead : no, blessed be God—the 
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preaching of the word, though a stumbling 
block to the Quakers, it is the power of God 
to them that believe.—I know it, and ma- 
ny others also can testify that when they 
heard the word with a heart consenting to the 
principles held forth in the word, it wrought 
in them conviction for sin, and desire to serve 
God ; and when they obeyed the command to 
Seek the Lord, he was found of them, and re- 
vealed the Son of his love in their souls ; they 
then became witnesses for Jesus, that his 
word was $pirit and it was life to them. But 
' without this experience it is impossible to bear 
8uch witness ; therefore all strangers to expe- 
' rimental religion will judge of the word and 
Spirit of God as the blind judge of colours, or 
the deaf of sounds : yea, it will not be strange 
if they say it is a dead letter ; for a man can 
Say of the living they are dead, and of the 
dead they are living ; as well as some who 
call darkness: light, and light darkness ; or 
evil good, and good evil : but it only proves 
that they are blind to the light, and dead to 
the word of God themselves. 

Is it not a pity that the Quakers did not see 
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a difference between the ceremonial law and 
the moral law, and also between the outward 
ordinances under the Mosaic dispensation, 
and those of Christ ? Methinks they would 
not account the outward ordinances of our 
Lord Jesus Christ disannulled or dead, be- 
cause those of Moses were : but it has hap- 
pened unto them according to the prophecy, 
they. will not endure sound doctrine ; for they 
have made the commandments of God of 
none effect by their traditions. Their igno- 
rance, however, respecting the scripture word 
and ordinances, and their calling them dead, 
&c. reminds me of the ignorance of a little 
child : the child had observed her grand- 
mother to be verv devout in prayer to God 
for some time, at length she desisted from 
the practice, and the child, not knowing the 
cause, asked her grandmother in a mournful 
accent if God was dead ; the grandmother 
za1d, No, child, God 1s not dead. Why, said 
the child, you used to pray to him, and you 
have not prayed for a good while, and I thought 
he was dead ; the old woman burst into tears, 
and confest that it was she that was dead, I 
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wish the Quakers were as candid as that old 
woman, then they wouid rise in the wisdom 
of the scripture, and of God, above the igno- 
rance of a little child. 


You complained of me before the congre- 
gation, that I had renresented your wearing 
your hat, in a light and trifling manner : you 
Said it was unbecoming a minister 1n my stand- 
ing, and you were 80 sincere in your complaint, 
and appeared to be so prieved, that I thought 
you meritec. the commiseration of every man 
of feeling present. Well, I acknowledge that 
T wrote a little irony in saying, © Who does 
not see $pirit and life in thee and thou, espe- 
cially when spoken with the hat on ;” but this 
I wrote in sincerity for a 5erious purpose, be- ' 
cause, 1st. The Quakers deny all outward or- 
dinances, even those instituted by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and have (I trust) ignorantly 
called them carnal ordinances ; and the min- 
15ters and people that worship God in the use 
of those ordinances, they profusely call blind, 
carnal, not yet in the true hght, enemies to 
them. 2d. They have 1nstituted ordinances 
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which they call significations,* such as un- 
covering their head, and saying thee and thou, 
and those they say are not outward ordinan- 
ces ; they must then be $piritual : and though 
I have asked many of them to give the $pirit- 
ual meaning of thee and thou, or of pulling off 
the hat, none of them have as yet satisfhed my 
mind about it ; though they have plead for 
what they call the plain language, and wearing 
the hat, as things that were sacred. 'They 
cannot say that the scripture affords any com- 
mand for it ; but th2 ancient Quakers took a 
notion that they could worship God better in 
this way, than in the old forms and customs 
of the church, therefore they adopted 1t ; and 
the great persecution they suffered for it, they 
now plead to prove the institution sacred., We 
must acknowledge that the Quakers have suf- 


* A signification 1s an ordinance, because an ordi- 
nance signifies something intended by it, and not the 
thing 1tself : if this is not a true definition of the words, 
then pulling off the hat is a real worship of God ; and 
if 80, other denominations worship God more than the 
Quakers, because they uncover their heads all the time 
of meeting. 
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tered great persecution for their hat, if we be- 
lieve Barcley and Fox; for Barcley says, 
Many of us have suffered beating, buffeting, 
zemprisonment ; and Fox says, blows and punch- 
mg. But we cannot say in . truth that this 
persecution was for righteousness* sake. 
Indeed, an observing reader of Fox's Jour- 
nal can easily see that the firs: and most of 
the persecution the Quakers met with, was on 
account of their hat, and uncharitably judging 
others : as for instance, their going into the 
meetings of other denominations in time of 
worship with their hats on ; and sometimes 
saying to the minister while he was preaching, 
«© Come down, thou deceiver.” All this was 
calculated to disturb the people in their devo- 
tion, and produce opposition against the Qua- 
kers, and that on the most justifiable princi- 
ples tuo ; for Quakers have no more right to 
disturb other denominations in their rehigious 
_ worship, than other denominations have to 
disturb them. But they did disturb not only 
religious assemblies but the courts of Justice, 
by wearing thetr hats, and they meant to dis- 
turb them, and gloried in the persecution they. 
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met with for it. Yes, if we believe Fox,"they 
Sacrificed and suftcred and took joytully the 
Spoiling of their goods. Now, though their 
Sacrificing and sufftcring was not gieater, in 
my opinion, than the sufferings and sacrifices 
of Baals prophets for their false god, as we 
read in 1 Kings xviil. yet 1t proves clearly 
that Quakers have as really suftered and sacrifh- 
eed for their hat as Baal's prophets did to their 
god ; and it Elijah, the prophet of the Lord, 
was justihable in his ironacle speech, which 
was called mocking Baal's prophets for wor- 
shipping such a god, I think I am justifhable 
for mocking the vain 1dolatrous notion of the 
Quakers in the matter of their hat. 

If any should blame me for representing 
the Quakers as believing the institution of the 
hat as something sacred or essential to reli- 
gious fellowship, I would refer them to Barc- 
ley and the Quaker. discipline ; for Barcley 
Says, that uncovering the head 1s one of the 
outward significations of their adoration ; and 
in their discipline, page 15th, they have made 
this regulation concerning the hat : © None 
are to take upon them publicly to oppose any 
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ministering friend ; or in time of prayer keep 
on the hat, or shew any remarkable dislike ; 
but if any think they have aught against what 
was delivered, they are to speak to them pri- 
vately, &c.” By this we see that Quakers 
think much of wearing the hat, as also of un- 
eovering the - head—by keeping on the hat in 
time of prayer, they tell their disapprobation 
of what is said, and of the speaker too : and 
this mode of telling their displeasure ' 1s $0 
harsh in their. opinion, that they have forbid 
the practice of it in their own meetings ; by 
this rule of discipline, uncovering the head 1s 
a mark of fellowship. Now it they would 
torbid their wearing their hat 1a time of pray» 
er, when they happen to aitend (though at 1s 
not often) with other denominations, it would 
make them Kone thing consistent with their 
notion of charity ; but inasmuch as they do 


not, it proves (as I said in the meeting) as 
clear as two and two makes four, the truth of 
that charge in the pamphlet, which says, «Qua- 
kers have no fellowship with any christian of 
any other order ;” besides, it 1s a mode. of 
Shewing their dislike. People in different 
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ages have practised different modes of shew- 
ing their dislike to religion ; we read of 8o0me 
that would s/wvte out the lip, and others that 
would gnas/: upon the speaker with his teeth : 
I must allow that the Quaker mode is the 
most handsome and decent ; though (in their 
opinion) too harsh to be practised in their 
meetings. 

But for Quakers to plead the sufferings of 
their ancestors to justify their hot zeal for 
their hat, clearly shows that'they esteem it a 


Sacred signification ; especially it we consider 
_ thatit1s natural for people to believe that when 


a man'suffers for what he thinks to be right, 
that the principle or form that he suffers tor 
must be right for him, and because the humane 
rulers that once persecuted the Quakers tor 
their hat, desisted from the practice—because 
they would not prosecute with rigor every 
foolish practice, many suppose that the notion 
of the hat has gained the applause of wie men. 

The apostle. Paul did not judge that suffer- 
ing would sanctify any principle, when he 
Said, * And though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
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nothing.” 1 Cor. 13. By this the apostle 


considers charity as the all important virtue 
that qualifies for heaven. But charity 18s love 
| to God. Not mere alms-giving. For he 
Saith: © And though I bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and have not charity, &c.” 
Now if we consider charity to be love to God 
and our fellow men, and the words of the 
apostle John to be true, chap. v. 3, © For this 
is the 1-ve of God that we keep his command- 
ments, &.:.” how can we say that the Quakers 
have charity, seecing they reject the command- 
ments of the Lord to set up their own tradi- 
tions. And how can we have charity or love 
for them if we neglect to reprove them for 
their sin, s1nce God has expressly commanded, 
Saying, * Thou halt not hate thy brother in 
thy heart; but thou shalt in any wise rebuke 
thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.” 
O, my dearsirs, I beseech you to counsider 
that charity does not consist in our having a 
good opinion of all the whimsical notions of 
our friends or brethren; but it consists in 
keeping the commandments of God. 

You denied the truth of the charge in the 
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pamphlet, page 15, where I say of your 
preachers, * He is paid for doing business, 
but not for preaching.” Or, © They tuke mo- 
ney, and say they do not.” You said I could 
not prove this: I think I did prove it clearly, 
with quotations from your discipline. If you 
mean any thing by your articles for suffering 
(as you call it) and for the poor, you must 
mean to make a good provision for your 
preachers. I spuk- first of your article for 
sufferings, in Discipline page 137. The arti- 
cle reads thus : 

« The meeting for sufferings was appointed 
by the yearly meeting in 1758. And the year 
following the subject more fully engaging at- 
tention, the mceting for sufferings was estab- 
lihed, and the services thereof more fully 
Stated as appears from the following minute, 
viz. The meeting for sufferings are to take 
under their consideration the cases of any of 
our brethren who are subject to suſfferings for 
the testimony of truth, and represent such 
cases as they may thi rproper to those in au- 
thority in order to obtain redress. To pay atten- 
tion to any bills that may be brought forward 
in the Legislature that may be likely to affect 
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our religious testimony, and to make applica- 
tion when they may judge proper. The said 
meeting for sufferings is to be considered as 
representatives on behalf of the yearly meet- 
ing, and to appear in any matter where the in- 
terest and reputation of truth may render it 
necessary : And as there may be sometimes a 
necessary expence attending the transaction of 
Some part of their businesss, the treasurer 18 
requested to furnish the said meeting with 
money n=cessary for such SERVICES.” 

Note, there 1s nothing in your disciplne 
that prohibits a preacher from being a mem- 


ber of this meeting ; and the members of this 


meeting are allowed by this article to take pay 
for their services. Besides, the duty of those 
members appointed to the office described in the 
article, are to take under consideration the 
case of any brethren that are subjected to suf- 
fering for the testimony of truth, and to make 
application as they judge proper. Who does 
not see that your preachers, secing they are 
indemnified for all their\gpfferings in their 
testimony of truth, are well paid for preachitg, 
inasmuch as test:mony of truth 1s intended to 
mean the same thing as preaching the gaspel. 
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Your artzcle tor the poor does not contra- 
dict the sense I have given to the above art:- 
cle; but clearly proves it. I would here insert 
the whole of the article for the poor, as I read it 
in the meeting, having extracted it from your 
discipline, page 77, 78, 79, but 1t 1s some what 
long; and you, with the public, will believe 
me, when [I say, that it contains a very good, 
and a very earnest exhortation to the * Month- 
ly meeting to attend closely to the collection,” 
as it 8ays, © with a liberality that will keep tt 
mn a stuation suitable to the necessary expences 
that may arise, and thereby avoid the painful 
necessity of resorting to a particular pers2nat 
gubscription, either for the relief of the poor or 
otherwise.” Then it recommends this busi- 
ness to the © care and superintendance of the 
meeting for suffering.” So that one would be 
ready to conclude that you had a great many 
poor, or made a rich provision for a few, or 
else you were hard put to it to make your 
members liberal in works of charity and mer- 
Cy. But the last clause of the article fixes 


your sense of the whole, and spoils all such 


conclustons ; for that says : * The above min- 
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ute (or article) is not to be understood as con- 
templating the ordinary relief of the poor, but 
anly a disfroportionate expence that 8ome more 
remote monthly meetings may be put to by extra 
Services in lengthy journies, or otherwise,” — 
Here some are to be .paid for services in 
lengthy jourmes, or otherwiseo» What does 
this mean! Does it mean in coming to the 
yearly meeting, or waiting on the preachers 
from one monthly meeting to another ? Or 
does the word otherwise added to services, 
mean to give liberty to the members of the 
meeting for sufferings, to whose care the 
business 1s Submitted, to pay or relieve the 
preachers for their sufferings for the testimo- 
ny of truth ! It cannot mean the expence of 
building houses or promoting schools, for 
neither of these are mentioned in either of the 
articles : and as the meeting for sufferings 
are clirected to take the business under their 
guperintendence, we must conclude that they 
are to make application according to that art:- 


cle, and the last clause of this artzcle, viz: to 


pay Services. 
This article, however, makes 5ome provy1- 
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810n tor the poor ; but it says, * ngt an ord;- 
nary rehef.” Your ordinary relief is pointed 
out in Discipline, page 7, thus : * That each 
monthly meeting appoint a treasurer, and have 
a collection quarterly to provide for the relief 
of the necessitous, and other purposes of the 
meeting.” | 

In all your articles of discipline, the reader 
may $see an ambiguous mode of expression. 
You don't s8ay in plain words, that your 
preachers shall be paid a certain salary, but 
it is 80 exprest that they can be (and no doubt 
are) richly supplied, under an idea that they 
have suffered for the testimony of truth, 
(which 1s understood to mean the same as 
preaching the gospel,) or they have done 
business ;z or paid for services, &c. without 
being impeached for breach of rule, or its be- 
ing said he is paid for preaching—this, how- 
ever, proves all I said in the pamphlet to be 
true, But you said in the meeting, that I had 
charged your speakers with taking money for 
preaching ; I denicd it, and read the charge : 
« They take money, and say they do not.” — 
But you were confident that though it did not 
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Say. © for preaching,” yet it implied the same 
thing, and I readily allowed it : but what did 
you gain by this concession ? Why you: gain- 
ed this—you prove by implicit evidence that 
I said your preachers took money for preach- 
ing ; and I, by the same kind of evidence, 
prove that they do take money for preaching. 
O, my dear sirs, you have but the one. of 
two things to do, to settle all this difficulty, 
and stop the force of my complaint in this mat- 
ter : and the first is, to erase the two articles 
alluded to, and cease to pay your preachers 
for services or sufferings : or, secondly, to 
quit complaining of other denominations for 
doing openly and honesty what you do slyly ; 
and.this is no very hard task for you to do, 
provided you wish to be consistent in profes- 
ion with your practice, or on equal terms of 
intimacy and. fellowship with Christians of 
other denominations. But as I have under- 
;8tood that one of the great reasons you (as a 
-.. people) would not join in the worship of God, 
with ministers of other denommations, was, 
because they took money for preaching ; or, 
as you call them, /irelings; therefore, ] 
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suppose herein will arise the difficulty in com- 
plying with what is proposed. But I would 
ask, By what authority you judge a minister 
a hireling for receiving a bare sufficiency of 
money for his decent support, when the money 
is raised by a voluntary contribution or sub- 
scription ? Or, if a minister receives ever $s@ 


much money, 1f it 1s evident that he makes a 


proper use of it, and discharges his duty as a 
a minister of the gospel of Christ to his flock ? 
I think you would not say that he was a dis- 
honourable or dishonest hireling. Your cen- 
Sure in this respect has been hard and cruel, 
because you have condemned the righteous 
with the wicked : for though some ministers 
in the different denominations have been guil- 
ty of preaching for the alone sake of filthy lu- 
cre ; it is as evident also, that there have been 
and till are others in different denominations 
that preach the gospel according to the light 
they have, from a pure conviction of the spirit 
of God, that it 1s their duty : and for you or 
any other sect of people to condemn all with- 
out respect of persons, 1s unrighteous judg- 


ment. By their fruits we are to know them. 
I 2 
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and - judge of them ; and when we see the 


majority among the difterent denominations 
agreeing in the scripture ordinances, (though 
they differ with respect to mode of admin- 
istration) and willing to unite in the worship 
of God, such as joining in prayer, and hear- 
ing each other preach and exhort, and many 
among them can set or kneel together before 
God, and commemorate the death and pas- 
S10n of the adorable Jesus in the sacred sup- 
per, who are you, that ye wall not join in 
prayer with any of them, and take upon you 
to judge such people unworthy of Christian fel- 
lowship, calling them 6/znd, carnal, not yet in 
the true hight. But you will say, We protess 
to believe that there 1s some good people in all 
denominations. Do you profess this ? then 1 
beseech you to evidence sincerity in your pro- 
fess1on, by Joining in prayer with such when 
they desire to join in prayer or the worship of 
God together with you. I was grieved at 
the close of our meeting, when the Rey. Jona- 
than Lyon desired to have all join him mn 
prayer to God, and you all retused by sitting 
with your hats on, though «ome of your mem 
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bers had acknowledged before the congrega- 
tion that he manifested a good spirit in what 
he. said by way of inquiry, and that, he was 
much pleased with it. Now: to profess to 
have charity, or to believe a man is led by a 
good s$pirit, and then. refuse to join in prayer 
with him, is such a departure from consisten- 
cy as you ought to be ashamed of—but I 
pass on to notice your plea for the observance 
of the sabbath. 

You said before the congregation that many 
of your people observed the sabbath, to keep 
it in a strict manner ; and one of your sisters 
Said, that the last yearly meeting recommend- 
ed a more close observance of the sabbath than 
ever. - But I ask, why do you plead for your 
vbservance of the sabbath, when you have de- 
nied the moral obligation of the fourth com- 
mandment ? Is it not that you want the peo- 
ple to beheve you hold to it just to save you 
from censure and disgrace ? for you know 
that you do not hold to the moral obligation 
to observe the sabbath, nor don't mean to hold 
to it, Now 1t you want the people to believe 
that the Quakers do regard the first day of the 
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week as a sabbath unto the Lord, when you 
do not in reality, is not this using duplicity ? 
It was surprising to me, that after you had 
laboured 80 zealously to recommend your 
great regard and observance of the sabbath, 
that you should labour in the same congrega- 
tion as you did, to prove that the moral obli- 
gation of it was disannulled ; for if there is 
no moral obligation to keep it, there ,is no 
moral virtue in observing the sabbath, nor 
moral evil in violating it: and if -you were 
Strict to speak plam language you would say 
80, and not labour to hide your real {entiment 
rather than acknowledge your error. How- 
ever, you appeared to be ignorant of plain lan- 
guage, as also of the scripture ; you quoted 
Rom. xiv. 5, 6, and Col. ii. 16, ** One man 
esteemeth one day above another, another es- 
teemeth every day alike.” But the apostle 
don't say that he esteemed every day alike, or 
that we $hould not esteem one day above 
another ; however, to the Colossians he 8ays, 
* Let no man judge you in meat, or in drink, 
or 1n respect of an holy day, or of the new 


moon, or of the sabbath days:”—and if the: 
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Quakers regarded the sabbath and ordinances 
of the Lord, there would be no occasion to 
judge them as transgressors. But I told you 
that day, that this did not allude to the sab- 
bath enjoined by the fourth commandment, 
or- ordinances of Christ, but to feast days, 
enjoined by the ceremonial law, and were 
now done away ; and my reasons are, be- 
cause the Jewisk festival or feast days were 
called by the Greeks sabbath days ; though it 
1s probable that many of the Jewish rabbies 
jucged the apostles for observing the first day 
of the week, or for not believing the seventh 
day was now to be observed as the Christian 
sabbath. For if we notice what I have quoted 
from St. Barnabas? epistle, the apostles did 
consider the first day of the week as the right 
day to be observed as a sabbath unto the Lord. 
Also Mr. Brown, in his Dictionary of the. Bt- 
ble, on the word sabbath, says, © It muS not 
be forgotten that till the Romans destroyed 
Jerusalem, the Jewish Christians shewed a 
respect to the ancient sabbath, and the apos- 
Jiles very often took the opportunity of preach- 
Jing to the Jews, as they thereon assembled 1n 
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their 8ynagogues, Acts xiii. 42, and xvi. 15, 
and xvii. 4 The first day was all along ob- 
Served by Christians as their sabbath, for al- 
most 1600 years before any pretenders to that 
name, that I know of, opposed it.” 

It appears that Mr. Brown must have al- 
luded to the Quakers as well as seventh day 
Baptzsts, for I think they were the first that 
pretended to the name of Christian, and op- 
posed the observance of the first day of the 
week as a sabbath unto the Lord. 

It seems that you were sensible that what 
you had said and quoted did not prove what 
you wanted to: and one of your s1isters arose 
and answered, * It our Lord had not intend- 
ed to disannul the Sabbath, why did he trans- 
gress it?” I asked, Did he transgress it? She 
replied, © Did he not transgress it?” I said 
No. She said, © He was accused of it.” 
One of your men said, © Did not his dis- 
ciples transgress it, when they plucked thc 
ears of corn?” 'The woman said, © Yes.” I 
then addressed the congregation in these 
words: It 1s true, the old Pharisees did ac- 
cuse our Lord and his disciples of sabbath 
breaking, but I never heard of any that accus- 
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2d our Lord, or the apostles, of violating the 
Sabbath, but the old Pharisees and the Qua- 
kers. And is it not a pity that the Quzkers 
have no better authority to substantiate their 
principles than the testimony of them old Pha- 
risees—And that testimony a false one too? 
for when our Lord, a little after, was brought 
to trial, and they sought for evidence to put 
him to death, and found none, they would 
have mentioned this if they had known him to 
be really guilty; for sabbath-breaking was a 
crime to be punished with death by the law. 
I have $aid that you appeared to be 1gno- 
rant of plain language. This is evident; tor 
when one of you charged me before the con- 
gregation of © Zudging you very hard for us- 
ing the plain language,” I denied it, and ap- 
pealed to the congregation, that I had not 
judged you there, nor in the pamphlet ; but 
on the contrary, I professed plain language, 
and had stiled myself a Plain Man, and Loyer 
of Honesty ; which loving of honesty I cons1- 
der to be the essence of plain language. But 
as for thee and thou, though as I said, it was 
proper according to Lutin Grammar, yet the 
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English Grammar did allow you to be in 
the singular ; but that we had no command in 
Scripture to'confine ourselves to the one mode 
of thee and thou, in addressing a single person, 
any more than we were commanded to be 
good grammarians, or to speak good French, 
Dutch, or English. I farther observed, that 
your ancestors considered thee andthou as on- 
ly the sample of plain language, while the 
thing intended was, to speak the truth, the 
whole truth, in plainness and openness of 
heart. But why will the Quakers take up with 
"the bare sample of the thing? When I do not 
beheve that there is to be found one Quaker 
"that 1s $80 great a dunce as to buy three or 
four bales of cloth, and pay ten or twelve hun- 


dred dollars for them, and take up with the 


bare samples of the cloth, and leave the vender 
In possess1on of what he has paid so dear for. 
Neither would he open a trade with one that 
only kept samples to sell. 

One thing more I would mention before I 
dismiss the relation of what passed between 
us in that meeting. You recollect that after 
E introduced the meetipg by prayer, aud read- 
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ing the letters of correspondence, I read a 
clause from your discipline, page 123, thus :— 
« It is recommended that all contention and 
personal reflections be kept out of our meet- 
ings, and that friends be careful to keep out of 


_ heats and doubtful disputations, in the order- 


ing the affairs of truth ; but that the same be 
conducted in the peaceable spirit and wisdom 
of Jesus; with decency, forbearance, and love 
to each other.” I observed that this was a 
good rule, and I hoped that the Quakers 
would observe it on this occas1on, as well as 
the rest of us. But when Mr. Franklin and 
others of you had interrupted me for some 
time, notwithstanding I read and explained 
your letter, you still persisted in opposing my 
right to vindicate myself, as I proposed in my 
Second letter to you. I then charged yuu 
with a violation of your rule of discipline, but 
one of your s1sters said, © We are not now 
under that rule, that alludes to our meeting 
for worship ;” I said, I would wish to be un- 
der a good rule at all times. 

I was sorry to find you $so regardless of 
your good rules, and at the same time $0 zeal- 
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ous to vindicate your bad rules ; it must be 
owing to some strange infatuation, or s8ome 
evil spirit I fear has got an advantage over 
you, or else why do you have $0 little regard 
for the word of God, and so great regard for 
the word of Fox and Barcley 5 Why do you 
vilify the ordinances of -Christ, by calling 
them carnal, dead, &c.* And why do you not 
find or understand a moral obligation to ob- 
gerve the sabbath of the Lord ? I fear it is be- 
cause Some evil spirit haunts you, as one in 


ancient times did king Saul, when he had} 


left God's commandments to set up his own 
authority. But that which relieved him at 
times, viz. music, will not relieve you, be- 
cause you are averse to it : was It not 80, 1 
would administer to you in that way. But as 
I have understood what you were most fond 


of, viz. plainness of speech, I have adminis-{ 


tered to you (as I was able) in plainness. 1 
pray the Lord to give me better success with 
vou than David had with Sar!; for as Dav: 
was conscious that he was called of the Lord 
and of Saul to administer to him in MUSIC, $i 
I am confident that I am called of the Lord 
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and of you, since I received your letter, to 
administer to you in plainness : and if I knew 
you would thrust at me with your javelin of 
Deistical trash, to wound or destroy my char- 
acter, as Saul thrust at Davz:d to destroy his 
life, I would not dare to withhold, such is 
my love and concern for you. I must lift up 
my voice like a trumpet, and shew the birth- 
right Quakers their transgression, and the 
most enlightened part of your members their 
8ins. TI beseech you to let my counsel, be ac- 
ceptable to you ; for I speak not in my own 
name, but 1n the name of him who said, * Re- 
member the sabbath day to keep it holy ;” 
yea, in the name of him who said, © Eat, this 
is my body ;” and also said, & All power is 
given to me in heaven and in earth; go ye 

| therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
| them,” &c. This is the name I fear and 
love ; and for his sake I entreat you to con- 
$1der what I say : it is trulv awful to have a 
form of godliness and not the power ; but 
think, my dear sirs, O think how much more 
awful for you, that insead of a form of godh- 
n2ss you have a man-made form, an institution 
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of an heated imagination. And if we con- 
s1der what the Lord said to his chosen people, 
«To what purpose 1s the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me, saith the Lord : I delight 
not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or 
of he-goats : bring no more vain oblations, 
incense 1s an abomination unto me ; the new 
moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies 
I cannot away with, 1t is iniquity.” Because 
af the unhallowed heart and hands of priests 
and people, which made their offering an 
abomination to the Lord, though the ordinance 
was instituted by him—but how much more 
abominable must those man-made forms of 
religion be, when attended to without a know- 
ledge of the spirit ar power, as 1s too much 
the case with thousands of your birthright 
members. And if the Lord saith to those 
who attended his own ordinances in an impro- 
per manner, * Who hath required this at your 
hands to tread my courts ?? how much more 
Stern and severe will he say to Quakers, Who 
hath required this at your hand to wear your 
hats or uncover your heads as a sign of adora- 
tion? Who hath required you to violate my 
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sabbaths, and deny or blaspheme my ordman- 
ces by calling them carnal ? 

Hear, dear s1rs, for the terrible voice of the 
Lord by his prophet Malachi, will serve to 
warn and reform you, if you will hear: © Be- 
hold what a weariness 1s it! and ye have 
snufted at it, saith the Lord of hosts! And 
ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, 
and the sick ; thus ye brought an offering : 
Should I accept this at your hands, saith 
the Lord. But cursed be the deceiver 
which hath in his flock a male, and voweth 
and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing ; 
for I am a great king, saith the Lord ot 
hosts,.” O consider how the Quakers have 
snuffed with scorn 'at the holy ordinances of 
the adorable Jesus, 'and sacrificed- much to 
Support a corrupt notion of wearing the hat. 
But how will the word 6f God like seven thun- 


ders sound to their cverlasting confusion, 1t 


they repent not. * Your words have been 
Stout against me, salth the Lord; yet ye say, 
What have wespoken 80 much against thee * 
Ye have s$said it is vain to serve God; and 
what profit 1s it that we have kept his ordi- 
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nances, and that we have walked mournfully 
before the Lord of hosts. Even from the 
days of your fathers” (Fox and Barclay) *ye 
have gone away from my ordinances, and 
have not kept them. Will a man rob God? 
Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say Where- 
in have we robbed thee? In tithes and oifer- 
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole nation.” — 
Even $0 the Q1nakers have robbed God, by 
refusing to pay tribute to the governments they 
have lived under. '"Fheir refusal is contrary 
ta the command which saith, + Be subject 
not only for wrath, but also for conscience 
sake.” And speaking of the civil governments 
the apostle saith, © The powers that be are or- 
dained of God, and he that resists the power 
resisteth the ordinances of God ; and they 
that resist shall receive to themselves damna- 
tion.” And by the prophet he saith : « If ye 
will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart 
to give glory to my name, saith the Lord of 
hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and 
I will curse your blessings ; yea, I have curs- 
ed them already, because ye do not lay it to 
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heart——but ye are gone out of the way, ye 


| have caused many to stumble at the law.”— 


This the Quakers have done by denying the 
moral obligation of the fourth commandment. 

You cannot deny the force and application 
of that reproof in the text that saith, © Your 
words have been stout against me—ye have 
821d it 18 vain to serve God and keep his 
ordinances.” How many of you have spoken 
against serving God in the use of his ordinan- 
ces, as a vain thing ; and instead of encourag- 
ing vocal prayer to God in the family or in 
public, you have as a people deeclaimed 
against it : this is not giving glory to God, 
by refusing to obey his command, © 'To pray 
with all prayer and supplication 1n the $pirit, 
watching thereunto : and praying every 
where, lifting up holy hands without wrath or 
doubting.” 

It is well known that the common practice 
with Quakers in advising those, who by rea- 
Son of guilt for sin, 


Groan the sinner's only plea, 
God be merciful to me. 


58ay to them, Be till, wait for the Lord in si- 
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lence. This exhortation would do it they 
were raging against the Lord ; for, in order 
to obtain mercy they must cease to do evil 
and learn to do well. But you 80 preach 
your notion of silence, that you would have 
ns believe that the good spirit 1s dumb in his 
opearations, as the bad spirit was 1n a certain 
case ; whereas the truth 1s, the devil would 
keep us damb, so that we should never speak 
for God, it he could ; and I fear he has got an 
advantage over you by transforming himself 
into an angel of light, that you are deceived 
by him into a mistaken notion of silence. 

All true pospel ministers are 1nspired with 
counsel for mourning penitents, that is' as dif- 
ferent from this vain notion of yours as light 
1s different from darkness. | 

They will exhort them to fly to the city 
of reiuge, to the Lord Jesus Christ ; tar- 
ry not in all the plam ; be not a stlent or idlc 
gpectator, © For the kingdom of God 15 
preached, and every one presseth into it,” 
Luke xvi. 16 : yea, * The kingdom of heaven 
zuffereth violence, and the violent take it by 


force” As Jacob of whom it 18 8aid, Hose 
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Kit. 3. ** By his strength he had power with 
God ; yea, he had power over the angel, and 
prevailed : he wept and made supphlication un- 
to him ; and he said, I will not let thee go un- 
til thou bless me, Gen. xxx1i1. 26. Or as Da- 


' vid, who 8aid ; *« Surely I will not come into 


the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my 
bed ; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or 
sJumber to my eyelids, until I find out a place 
for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty 
God of Jacob,” Pzalm cxxxii. 3, Those 


| worthies wrestled in mighty faith and prayer ; 


they were not still or slent, nodding with 
Sleep, but awake to a sense of their duty and 
their wants, and God was well pleased with 
their zeal. And if a gospel minister directs 
the penitent sinner to seek after Gad, in the 
ordinances of his house with the people of 
God, it would not be contrary to divine inspi- 
ration, for God is with his people : therefore 
when they are assembled for his worship, 
they attend in the order of the gifts of the 
Spirit ; to preach, exhort, sing hymns and 


{| pray, in regular order ; so that hereby the 
call unbelieyving who attend with them © is con- 
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vinced, and falling down on his face he will 
worship God, and report that God is in you 
of a truth,” 1 Cor. xiv. 25. But if a people 
assemble together, and have no preaching, ex- 
hortation, psalm or prayer, in regular order, 
it 158 in my opinion because a dumb'devil pos- 
8esses them, even such an one as will not go 
out without sharp rebuke with fasting and 
prayer. - G! de not cry peace, peace, in such 
unscriptural silence ; but consider and lay it 
to heart ; I beseech you to consider. If you 
open your eyes to the light, and your ears to 
hear the word of the Lord, you will under- 
Stand that © no man lighteth a candle, and 
putteth it under a bushel.” © Ye that make 
mention of the Lord keep not silence,” saith 
the Lord. Therefore, if you are called to 
preach the word, © be instant in season, out 
of season :”> that is, at all times, whether day 
or night, whenever an opportunity offers to 
Speak for God, the servant should be ready to 
Speak for his master. The prophet Isaiah, 
Chap. lvi. 10, complains of some for their s1- 
lence, © His watchmen” (says he) © are blind, 
they are all ignorant ; they are all dumb dogs, 
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they cannot bark ; sleeping, Iving down, lov- 
ing to slumber.” 

I know that silent meetings are highly ap- 
proved of by the Quakers ; many have spoke 
to me of the happiness and satisfaction they 
have had in silent meetings ; but I never 
found one that protest to enjoy an abiding wit- 
ness of the pardon of his sms, or that he was 
born of God. 
they knew they were born of God ; and they 
would either evade an answer, or say no.* 
As to the . abiding witness of the spirit that 
they are born of God, they are ignorant ; the 
language 1s strange to them. Yet these same 
Ignorant birthright professors of Quakertsm 
pretend to be led by the spirit of God, and 
judge of others, whether they are led by the 
Spirit or not. Strange infatuation ! the blind 
may as well judge of colours, and the deaf of 
Sounds, as these men can judge of the spirit, 
that are not born of the spirit : © The natural 


* Not regarding the advice of St. Peter iii. 15. © Be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that ask- 
eth you, a reason of the hope that is in you.” 


I have asked many of them it 
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man knoweth not the things of the spirit,” 
Saith St, Paul. Your bold and frequent judg- 
ing the dear children of God, merely because 
they worship God in the use of his ordinan- 
ces, calling them bl:nd, carnal, not yet m the 
true light, as you may see in Barcley and 
Fox”s writings, and also hear from your speak- 
ers frequently, are sins of a deep die ; for 
Jesus says, Matt. xxv. 40, © Verily I say un- 
to you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” But © though your sins 
were as crimson,” the Lord can pardon and 
cleanse you, if you will repent ; O be intreat- 
ed to repent and reform. I cannot speak un- 
to you as unto children or babes, but as unto 
carnal ;- therefore I beseech you to repent : 
« Break off your sins by righteousness,” and 
your violations of the sabbath, and contempt 
of Christian duties, by attending to the ordi- 
nances of Christ; for + Ye have departed 
from his ordinances, ye have committed two 
evils ; ye have leſt the Lord the fountain of 
living waters, and have hewed out to your- 
zelves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold 
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no water.” Ter. vii. © Thus saith the Lord 
God of hosts, the God of Isracl, Amend your 
ways and your doings, and I will cause you to 
dwell in this place ;” but « Trust ye not in 
lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are these.” Will ye walk after © other 
gods, and come and stand before me, and 
Say : We are delivered to do all these abomi- 
nations :” that is like saying, we are led by 
the $pirit to transgress the ordinances and 
sabbath of the Lord. 

« But this thing commanded I them, say- 
ing: Obey my voice and I will be your God, 
and ye shall be my people. But thou shalt 
8ay unto them, this is a nation that obeyeth 
not the Lord their God, nor receiveth correc- 
tion ; truth is perished and is cut off from 
their mouth : the wise men are ashamed, they 
are dismayed and taken ; lo, they have re- 
jected the WORD of the Lord. . And the 
Lord saith, Because they have forsaken my 
law which I s=t before them, and have not 
obeyed my voice, neither walked therein, but 
have walked after the imagination of the 
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own heart, and wcnt backward and not for- 
ward : therefore thus saith the Lord of host : 
Behold I will feed them, even this people 
with wormwood, and give them water of gall 
to drink,” So they shall say, © Why do we 
Sit still ? assemble yourselves, and let us en- 
ter into the defenced city, and let us be silent 
there ; for the Lord our God hath put us to 
Silence, and given us water of gall to drink, 
because we have sinned against the Lord.” 
Although I have given you one text for si- 
lence, 1t is by no means such silence as you 
would plead for as a religious ordinance or 
tradition. However, you cannot deny but si- 
lence, on such occasionus and causes as 1s des- 
cribed 1n the text 1s scriptural ; and you 
cannot blame mie, if I exhort you to this kind 
of s1lence, seeing I only want you to be ration- 
ally scriptural in what you do. 

But © whether you will hear or whether 
you will forbear,” I have s<poken. My wish 
is that you would repent and reform ; and as 
no person can repent of errors until he knows 
himself guilty of them, therefore I have made 
a plain statement of your errors, that if you 
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will read and lay it to heart, you must know 
that a reformation is highly necessary for 
your peace and safety. You cannot deny the 
truth of the charges, with the least shadow of” 
evidence or reason ; you know they are true ; 
for you acknowledged before the congrega- 
tion three times on the day of the meeting, 
that you could not prove them filse. 

Why then will you 'not reform ? Is it be- 
cause you are like those spoken of in the text, 
« 'This 1s a nation that obeyeth not the Lord 
their God, nor receiveth correction ; truth 1s 
perished, and 1s cut off from their mouth ?” 
Or do you suppose that suffering for your sin 
will atone for it ? I heard of an ignorant In- 
dian that was convicted of the crime of sab- 
bath breaking, and the magistrate fined him 
according to law, which when he had payed 
he asked his honor for a certificate, that when 
he came to the bar of God to give up his ac- 
count, he might prove he had payed for that 
5in. But can it be that Quakers who pretend 
to 80 much light, still remain as ignorant as an 
Indian ? No, they must know that though 
they suffer for their faults, it does not atone 
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tor them, Well then, may I not hope that 
though your people have madly ran on in vi- 
olation of the laws of God and the ordinances 
of Jesus Christ, you will now reform. 

It was for this end I wrote the errors of the 
Quakers; but though I fear it will terminate 
with me as it did with the prophet, when the 
Lord said to him, * Therefore thou shalt 
Speak all these words unto them, but they will 
not hearken to thee ; thou shalt also call unto 
them, but they will not answer thee, nor re- 
ceive correction” —Yet with sentiments of 
respect and love for you, hoping better things 


than my fears suggest, I subscribe myself 
your friend, in sincerity and truth, having 
given you warning ; still I am determined 
to pray and hope for your reformation, while 


I remain, 


BILLY HIBBARD. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


T an not ashamed nor Sorry that I wrote 
the Errors of the Quakers, for two reasons. 


1st. Because they ought to be told of their 
faults, that they might repent. 

2d. Because I love the Quakers, and wish 
them well. 


I am not sorry that I wrote as I did, be- 
cause it 1s the truth : though I am sorry there 
was an occasion for it. 

Some $ay that the Quakers are a peaceable 
Sect of people, that they do not speak against 
any other denominations. I wish this was 
true, it would please me better than to write. 

But when Quakers separate the spirit from 
the Word of God, or scripture of truth ; they 
&« put asunder what God hath joined togeth- 
er.” It is in effect denying the unity of the 
Trinity, and trusting in fancy instcad of plain 
declaration of truth. And when they call 
the ordinances of Jesus Christ carnal, and the 
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ministers that worship God in the use of them 
blind and carnal, I say they judge unrighte- 
ously : and when Quakers ask people of other 
persuasions for liberty to hold meetings in their 
houses or meeting-house, and refuse the like 
privilege to them, this argues that they think 
much of themselves ; and I suppose they 
would be ashamed of it, if they knew that it 
was doing as they would not be done by. 

If the reader will turn to the good old 
book, and read Ezekiel, Chap. iii. 17, 18, 19, 
20, he will s&e my commisston for what I 
have done : © Son of man I have made thee 
a watchman unto the house of Israel, there- 
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me. When I say unto 
the wicked, Thou s$halt surely die, and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his 
life ; the same wicked man s$hall die in his 
iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine 
hand,” &c. I wish the reader to turn ard 
read all the text. 

Now it I dont warn the wicked violaters of 
the Sabbath, and contemners of the ordinances 
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of Christ, I shall be guilty of their blood ; or 
at least if I neglers to do the best I can to 
warn them ; but if I call and they stop their 
ears, or if I write and they refuse to read, 
then I think I am clear, and their blood will 
be upon their own heads ; and as the Quakers 
would not attend the meetings where Ipreach- 
ed, nor the meetings of my brethren, who are 
as I am 1n the faith of the gospel, nor yet 
those of any other persuasion that believe with 
us in essential points of doctrine, nor yet will 
they s8uffer me or them to preach in any of 
their houses ; thereby shutting themselves 
out from all reproof or instructions, and re- 
fusing to lay open to conviction, there was no - 
way to come at them for their good, but to 
write ; therefore I wrote, and I did not draw 
my bow at a venture, for ] well knew what I 
was about. I saw them snugly seated in their 
chariot of significations, defying all denomina- 
:1ons by refusing to join in the worship of 
God with any, s0 I shot my opinion like 
pointed arrows, in a few pages, and it entered 
* between the joints of the harness,” 1 Kings 
Xx11. 34.—and I can say in this matter as 
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f Luther $aid on a saimilar occasion, as related 
by Mr. Flavel in his book of sermons, page 
466, + When one told Luther what hideous 
outcrics his enemies made against him, and 
how they reviled him, &c. [ know by . therr 
rearing ($aid he) that I have hit them right.” 
T would advertise my reader, that I have 
also been musing with myself, what could be 
the cause of all the rage and clamour of the 
Quakers against me and my pamphlet ; one 
while I thought it proceeded from want of 
discretion, that they were not able to distin- 
guish between a reproof of their principle and 
a calumny or slander of the character of the 
person or people ; therefore they thought that 
every blow against their errors must needs 
be a mortal wound to their reputation. And 
their giving . countenance to A D 
Esg. the deist, in circulating and reading his 
book $o freely, &:. I have thought was an ef- 
fect of their poi:cy, that when followed close, 
and hard put to it for argument to answer, 
they have end-avour-d an escape-that way. 
- This reminds me of what Mr. Flavel tells 
of Cumero, peaking of this kind of subtilty in 
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his opponents, saith : + Some cunning ani- 
mals as foxes, &c.” when pursved at the 
heels, drives away both dogs and huntsmen 
with their intolerable stench,” In like 
manner the Quaker's attempt to drive me 
back from my] purpose, by the intolerable 
stench of deigm in Mr. D.'s book of Farra- 
goes. But severe and close as my discourse 
has been against the Errors of the Quakers, I 
am sure it is more full of civihity and respect 
to them as a people, than to deserve such 
treatment ; for if in exposing their errors 
their reputation be exposed also, they must 
blame their errors for the occasion of it, and 
not me. 4 

The great cry of deists and infidels of all des- 
criptions has ever been against the principle 
that teaches the moral obligations we are un- 
der to God; and the certainty of a day of just 
judgment, and of rewards and punishments. 
The moral law 1s an eye-sore to them—re- 
Straints are painful. Present ease 1s naturally 
desired by all. The cross of Christ is 
mortifying to corrupt nature, and self-will. 


Liberty and licenuousness are thought: by 


130 


infidels to be about synonimous. There+ 
fore, those principles that discard the moral 
law pleases them best. To ward off the force 
of reproof, they plead the fault of the reprov- 
er, if he h:3 one; and if not, report say they, 
and we will report 1t—thus raise one against 
him ; true or false they make it serve to ease 
their own guilty conscience. True confession 
when convicted 1s very rare, but to dispute 
the point a while is very common. In these 
days self-conceit is the god of many, yea, of 
all such as disregard the scripture as a rule 
for faith and practice. Fancy is the next to 
receive divine honours—whimsical or mysti- 
cal subjects are resorted to for justification; 
Ignorance of revealed religion 1s plead in ex- 
cuse for neglect of all religion. Stale moral- 
ity is as much as such people want. By stale 
morality I mean abstaining from gross sins, 
while they live quietly in the neglect of what 
the law requires, i. e. just towards man, but 
not Just towards God. 
Prayer is a duty and a labour very hu- 
miliating, when performed 1n a proper $pirit 
and manner : but it has racked the brains of. 
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the haughty and self-conceited part of com- 
munity, to find out s0me mode of performing 
this duty without mortifying their pride, or 
discovering their want of a right sprrit or gift ; 
therefore some read prayers, and some learn 
a form by heart, and say it off quite fluently, 
while other do all their praying without 8ay- 
ing a word, 1, e. what they call praying 1n the 
spirit. But we should never know they pray2d 
at all, if they did not tell us of it ; and some of 
them boast mightily now well they pray, and 
condemn forms of prayer, or reading prayers ; 
and even vocal prayer of any kind they highly 
disapprove. But some of all persuasions have 
attended to vocal prayer to God, and not been 
tied to form, nor thought the worse of those 
that used a form, provided they had the $pirit 
and powcr with it. Extempore prayer is 
proper, $0 1s formal prayer proper, but either 
without the spirit of faith availeth not. 
Notwithstanding all I have said about the 
Quakers, and statements I have made of their 
errors in principle, and forms of worship ; 
also of their common practice of evading the 
| Eforce of the charges in the pamphlet, or other- 
. Ivise, I would remind the reader that I belieye 
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Some Quakers are good. men and that I feel 
a Sincere pity and concern for their welfare ; 
because to me they appear like some uscful 
property that lays buried in the ruins of an 
old building ; or like old people that have lost 
-the reins of government, groan and weep to 
see their rising progeny despise and reject 
their well known counsels, Could I help 
them, my grand end in writing would be an- 
swered ; and in order to help them I have 
laid hold of some of the materials of their old 
ruined building, that if possible they might be 
removed $0 far as to open a way for the s1n- 
cere and distressed among them to escape 
from delusion. 
FINIS, 


ERRAT'1. 


Page 32, line 12 from bottom, for in read to. 
do. 40, do. 35 from botton, for kut read but. 
do. 63, do. 4 from top, leave out own. 
do. 71, do. 4 from bottom, for teat read that. 
do. 73. do. 9 from top, for truth read proof. 
do. 75, do. 7 from bottom, for or read on. 
do. 95, do. 4 from bottom, for thin read think. 
do. 103, do. 3 from top, for ke read yor. [ tho! 
do. 107, do. 6 from top, after the word testimony read 


J. C. Totten, printer, 155 Chatham-street, New-Y ork. 
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